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Dear I"eader;

Tm very excited that you’re }\oldihs the Kindle edition of

D.’ary of a W"‘?}' Kid in your hands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed at
+he Possibiliﬁes. Carry:'hs a whole |ibrc\ry around with me on a
device T could fit in the Palm of my hand? Amazihs.

What's been Very rewardihs +o me as an avthor has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of D:’ary of a
Wimpy Kid with them. The Kindle allows kids o have the
whole series at their fingertips, and the reading experience
is crisp and clean every time . . . with no chance of +oda7l's

breakfast staining the pages.

Thank you for ?urchasihs D.‘ary of a W.‘mw Kid on your
Kindle. T \'\o\)e it gives you lots of |au3}\s and yov have as
muc"\ fon readihs it as I did wri+ih3 it.

Jeff K-‘nhey
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| JANUARY

T wish T4 started kee‘:ihs a journal a lot earlier
on, because whoever ends up writing m7/ biogra‘)\\y
is_gohha have a lot of quesﬁohs about my life in

+he years |eadih3 up o middle school.

Luckily, T remember Jus+ about eVeryﬂxihg +hat's
}quPeheJ to me since T was born. Tn fact, T
can even remember stuff +hat \\a‘)?eheé to me

BEFORE T was born.

Back in those dd)’S it was J'us+ me Sswimming around
in the Jark, cloihs backﬂiPs and +akih3 naps

w\\eheVer I wah‘red.




Then one Jay when T was in the middle of
a rea”)/ sooJ nap, T got woken vp b}/ +hese

s+rah3e noises comihs from -H-\e ou+sic}e.

ATl rE

At the time T didnt know what the heck T was
}'\earihs ) but later on T found out it was Mom
piping ih music ‘H\roug)n these sPeakers she P°+ on
her be“y.

—
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T quess Mom +}\ou3¥\+ if she Played classical music
for me eVery Jay before T was born, i+ would turn

me_into Ssome kihd of sehius.
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'ﬂ'\ose sPeakers came wiﬂ\ a microPhohe, ahd wl\eh
Mom wasn+ ?layiha music, she was +e||ih3 me
eVeerwihs that was going on in her life.

...AND THEN MOMMY WENT
TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE
BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE
BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE
DUCKLINGS ON IT!

And when Dad came home from work, Mom would
have him give me a blow-by-{ﬂow of HIS Jay.

...50 THEN I TOLD BILL, “1 DID

SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044,”
AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.




But that wasnt the end of it. EVery hia}vl', Mom
would read to me for a half hour before she went
to bed.

™MR. LIMBKINS, I BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!
OLIVER TWIST HAS
ASKED FOR MORE'

The \)roblem s, my slee\) schedule didnt line up
with Moms. So when she was slee?ihs, T4 be

. wide qwake.

T ac+ua||7/ wish Td Pm’& more attention when Mom
was reaclihs ‘o me, +\‘\ou3¥\.

L}



Last week in school we had a pop-quiz on a book,,

and T hadn* read it 7/e+. T was ‘:re++7l sure Mom
read +¥m+ one to me before I was borh, but I
couldn® remember c\hy of the details.

42 . What does %
Oliver Twist ask

for that gets him o

in-trouble? \ ~

T guess the week Mom was readihs that book, T
was busy Joihs Some-H\ihs else.

The crazy -H\iha is, Mom didnt NEED o use the

micro?hohe for me o \\ear "\er.



T mean, T was INSIDE of her, so T could hear
eVery word she said whether T wanted to or not.

CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT
THEM BECAUSE THEY
MAKE ME GASSY!

—

P’( DO 1 REALLY -4 E=
(=¢ NEED TO BE ¥ =
HEARING ?sjﬁ

THIS? 4

a

T could also hear Jus+ about EVERYTHING
+hat was haﬂ)ehihs on the outside. So when

Mom and Dad got all mus}\y, T Kad to listen to
THAT, +oo.




Tve never really fel+ comfortable when Peo‘;le are
acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY
when its m7l Pareh-fs. T +ried 4o get them o
s+o?, but ‘H\e)/ never 3o+ +he message.

Th fact, eVery‘l‘\'\ihs T 4ried Jus+ seemed to
make +¥-\ih35 WORSE.

EVERY TIME
WE KISS,
I FEEL A

LITTLE KICK!




After a few months of livih3 like ‘H\is, T Kad +o
ee-l' out of there , and that's w"\y T was born
three weeks early. But after beiha hit b}/ the cold
air and the blinding lights of the Jel.'Ver)/ room,
T wished T4 Just s+a)/ed put.

ITS A PUT ME -
C\_BOY! BACKS
X oD saly

aspO
00
00
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the time T came into the world, T was +o+a||7
sleeP JePrNed and in a really |°°s)' mood. So if you
ever see a Vic-l’ure of a hewborh, how you know

why -H\e)/ always look ticked off.

Introducing PTG
our little
bundle of joy

5 pounds,
8 7 ounces




Tn fact, T STILL havent cau3¥\+ up-on +he
slee? T missed, and believe me, T 've been +r7/ih3.

YOURE LATE
FOR SCHOOL!

EVer since ]: was borh, ‘rVe tried to re-create
+he feelihs T Kad way back when T was ﬂoa‘h’hs
around in the dark, \'\aﬂ)y as could be.

a4 S




But w\\eh you’re liviha n_a "\ouse wi‘ﬂ\ four oﬂ\er‘
Peo‘ﬂe , some fool is alwa)/s gonhha come a|oh3 and
ruin +Hhss for you.

DO YOU PEO@

T met my older brother, Rodrick, a few days after
T was born. UP +o that Poih+ T +’nou3}\+ T was
an oh|7/ child, so T was \>re++>/ Jisa\)‘)oih-fed to

find ouvt T wasnt.
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M fam’l)/ was_living in_a really small apartment
back then , and T had +o share a room with
Rodrick. He 3o+ -ﬂ-\e crib, so for the first few
months of my life T had +o sleep in +he top
dresser drawer, which T'm pretty sure isn+

even |e3a|.
@
[ o ]
——| ]

u L

EVeh+ua||7/, Dad moved his work stuff out of the

room he was usihs as an office and made it into a
hursery. I 30+ Rodrick’s old cn'b, and he 3o+ a

hew bed.

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in +hose dnys

was a hand-me-down from Rodrick.
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B}/ ﬂ\e +ime Some-!'l'\ihs came _to me, it was eiﬂ'\er

worn-out or coVereJ in slobber.

o s -::: '.“"'-
. -
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Even my PACIFIER was a hand-me-down from
Rodrick. T dont think he was r‘eac}y to 3.’Ve i+
vp, ‘H\oush , which mis}ﬁ ex‘>|aih why he’s never

o)

real|7/ liked me.

YOU DON'T

NEED THIS
ANYMORE!

« ?\_OOP

7P
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T+ was Jus+ the four of us for a loha time,
and then one day Mom told me she was gohha
have another baby. T was slad she gave me the
%eads-uP so T could be reac})/.

THE UPSTAIRS
BATHROOM 1S

MINE!

- S— _—
¢ .

3
- ¥ =N

When my little brother, Mahhy, came alohs,
eVerybody -H-xous\\‘l' he was so cute. But what
-H\e)/ dont +ell you about babies is that after
-H\e)/'re born, +)ne7 have this black stub on +heir

belly button where the umbilical cord was tied off.

.I/.\I|||||||
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EVeh+uall7/, the stub dries up and falls off, and
+he baby has a reaular-lookihs be"y button. The
thing is, hobod)/ ever FOUND Mahhy's stub.
And o this Jay Tm still Parahoid it's gonha

S"\OW U? SOMCW}\CI"C.

STOP PICKING
AT YOUR FOOD!
s

-~
.

7 .
.

When T was a newborn, Mom put me in front of the
TV for an hour a Jay +o watch educational videos.

14



T dont know if +hose videos ac+ua|l>/ made me
ahy smarter, but at least T was smart ehoush +o

{isure out how o \)U‘l’ onh someﬂwih& T WANTED

+o watch. I”::E”

4

h cucx% ' i

T ALSO fisureé out how to remove the batteries

from -H'\e remote so no one couH +urn ‘ﬂ'\e

educational Vvideos back ON.

S

CL\CK
- CUCK
CLICK

> é =
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But when you’re a {)aby, you cant reall)/ get around
a lot, so there was ohl)/ ohe ?lace T could hide
the batteries.

HOW DID
THESE GET IN
HERE AGAIN?

| | A =
— ‘!l!l!lgl _’ —_—
-~

T +hink Mom shouldVe let me crawl around on the
floor more when T was little, becavse T was WAY
behind the other kids in my ?laysrou‘) when i+
came +o the P\\)/sical stuff. While the others were
sitting up and couch svr\[iha, T was still workihs
on |i-f+ih3 my head off +he 3roth.




Then one Jay Mom bous\\‘l' me_this -H'\iha called a
"Bdby AJVeh’rures Ac‘l’ioh Wa”(er," w\-\ic\\ was 'H'\e
first +)m'h3 T ever 3o+ that Rodrick didnt have

before me.

The Action Walker was AWESOME. T+ had a

million li+tle Sadae-i's you could entertain 7'ourse|1(
with, Plus a cwp holder.

But +he best 'ﬂu’hs about it was T could get

dh)/w)nere T needed o 90 without ac+uq||7/ kc\vihs
+o WALK.

17



T could tell that when T was in my Baby Adventures
Action Walker, all my li+te ?|a73rou? friends fel+
like c\wm‘:s.

C

=3
WaVie R

But then Mom read in some parenting magazine
that i+ wasn+t a Soocl idea to use baby walkers,
because kids wouldnt JeVelo? the r@\‘i’ muscles
+o walk on +heir own. So Mom returned the
Action Walker o the store, and T was back

+to square ohe.

T+ +ook a long time, but eVeh+ua||7l T DID
learn to walk. And before T knew i+, T was in

Presc"\ool.

18



T was }\o?ihs T'd have a head start over the
other kids because of all +he work Mom had put
in with the classical music and +he educational
DVDs, but the other moms mustve done +hat
stuff, too, because the compertition in Presc"\ool
was pretty stiff.

T mean, 7I°U had kids in there who knew how
+o use buttons and Zippers, when T could barely
'Fiaure out how o ?u“ off m7l mittens without helP

'From a srowr\-u‘).

_ Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff G

A few of my classmates could write their own names,

and one or two could count all +he way +o {n[-ty

19



T knew T couldnt kee‘; up, S0 T decided to
+r7/ and slow eVeryohe else down {)7/ feedihs +hem

bad information. @
? g}é ? 2 !%

M}I ?lah kind of backfired, +)nou3¥\, and my
Presc%ool teacher told Mom T wasn+ learning my
colors and s\'\a‘)es like the other kids. But Mom
said T was smart and that mqybe the Pro{)lem was

T wasnt beihs CHALLENGED ehoush.

i

So Mom ac+ua|l7' +ook me out of Presc}\ool and had
me SKIP a 3racle, to kihdergar-l’eh. But +hat

decision was a total disaster.

20



‘ﬂ'\e kids in kihderaar‘l‘eh seemed like GIANTS +o
me, and -H\ey knew how to do stuff like cut with

scissors ahd color ihside -H\e lines.

3.Be respe c+PuI

4.Use 300 manners

I didnt even make it a whole Jc\)/ n kih&ersar-reh
before +he teacher had o call Mom to come get me.

L

ﬂ'\e next de Mom brous}\‘l’ me back o Presc"\ool
and asked the teacher if T could have my cubby
back. T Just ho?e your academic record doesnt
follow you arouhd, because it mis\\-i’ be ‘l'ous}\ for
me to get a 3004 Job later on if people find out
T was a kihdersar-!'eh dro‘;ou‘l’.

21



Tm ?re++7/ sure Mom decided that whatever she
tried with me when T was little didnt work out,
because she’s +akih3 a +o+a||>l different a‘v\)roac\\
with Mqhhy.

For starters, Mom Pre++7 much lets Mahhy watch
whatever he wants on TV. So he keePs it on

this show called “The Shur‘ales" +weh+7-1[our
hours a clc\)/.

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

YOP
 \.YOP! é% : % %

T 4ried 4o watch “The Shur‘)les" a few times, but
T Kad NO idea what was going on. The Shuryles

}'\aVe ﬂ-\eir own |ahsua3e 'H'\arl' I guess oh|)/ ‘H\ree-

year-olds can_understand.
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After Mdhhy watches the show, he gets
frustrated when no one in our fam’ly can
understand him.

But +he other Jay Mom read an article in the
hewspaper +hat said wa+c\\ih3 “The Shur\7|es"
ac+uq|l7/ sets kids back about a year with their

|ah3ua3e JeVeloPmeh-f and messes vp +heir social
ski"s, +oo.

23



Well, +hat exPlaihs a lot. Mahhy doesnt have any
real friends, and whenever Mom holds Playarou‘)
at our house, Mahhy is the ohly one who doesnt
interact with the other kids.

o o 2
Selrae P,

T +hink Par‘l’ of the issuve is that Mahh7' doesnt

like to share his +o>/s. So when kids come over,

Mqhhy locks himself inside our old 303 Sweetie's
exercise pen and kee?s his +o7/s all to Nimself.

— .>* I'“
T 1A

| I

And whenever Mom tries to get Mdhhy +o ?l"?'
with other kids on his O\A/N, it backfires.
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A'l' our c}\urd\ 'ﬂ\e)l }\aVe ‘ﬂ\is hew ‘H’\ih@ wl'\ere
-H'\ey send all +he li+tle kids down o the basement
Jurihs the service so -H\e)/ can PI“)' and color.

But the first +ime Mom Jro‘:‘)ec} Mahhy off
downstairs, there was oh|7/ one other kid in the
P‘d)l area, and he +old Mdhh)/ he was a Vampire.

T felt a little bad for Mahhy because T had +o
deal with a scary kid when T was his age, too.
T was stuck in Presc\-\ool with +this boy hamed

qud|e7/ who “errorized me every chance he got.

RAAARH/
= A
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T +old Mom about Bradley every day when T came
"\ome, and said I c}idh)‘i’ want ‘o g0 +o sc}\ool
anymore. But that summer Bracﬂey and his fqmﬂy
moved away, S0 the Problem +ook care of itself.

After Brac“ey moved, Mom wrote a s+or7l called
“Bad Bra&e)/," about a kid w}\o a|wa7/s misbe}mVes.
Brad|e7/ was a bad kid in real life, but in Moms
version he was Vre:H'?/ much the devil.

Do not bite
the teacher,
Bradley.

Biting the
teacher 1s not
allowed!

T +hink Mom was ac+ua||7/ gonha +r7/ and get her
s+or7/ ?ublishec}, but Bra&ley and his family moVed
BACK into our heis’nbor\'\oocl the next sPrihs, so
she had 4o scrap it.

26



YOU REMEMBER
BRADLEY,
DON'T YOU?

Even 'H'\ous}\ Mom never got her Bad Brmﬂe)/
s+or7/ Publis}\ed, she used it to teach Mahhy about
how you're. SUPPoseJ +o behave in Presc\\ooL And T
think that’s one of +he reasons Mahh)l is_so afraid
of other kids his age.

s

“DON'T POKE YOUR
THUMB IN THAT
' CHILD'S EYE,
BRADLEY!"

&
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Mdhh)l may not have any REAL friends, but
he has a bunch of IMAGINARY ones. Tve
kind of lost count of them all, but the names T

can remember are Joe7l , Pe+e>/ , Dahhy , Charles

Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, Tmy Jim,
and Jo)nhhy Cheddar.

T don* know how Mahhy came vp with all those
fake {friends, but believe me, +o him 'H'\e/re
REAL. One +ime Mahh)/ +ook all his imasihary
friends o the grocery store and had a +otal
mel+down when Mom suP\)osedly lef+ Charles

Tribble behind in the frozen foods aisle.

Sometimes T wonder if Mahhy made up his

imasihary friends so he could get stuff like extra

dessert after dinner.
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...AND ONE
MORE COOKIE
FOR DANNY!

Mom says if we ell Mahh)/ his so-called friends
arent real, he could be “traumatized.” So we Just

have to 90 a|oh3 with it.

T Jus+ \'\oPe he grows out of this soon, because
i+’ getting kind of ridiculous. Sometimes T have 4o
wait until all of Mahhy’s imasihar)/ friends are done
using the bathroom before T can get in.

HURRY UP
IN THERE!

29



La+el7/, Mahhy has been blaming -H\ihas he does
on \-\is imasihary friehds. T}\e o-H'\er c}a?/ he
smashed a plate on the floor and +hen +old Mom
it was Jokhh)/ Cheddar, who seems +o be the
troublemaker of the chk.

o

N
<S O
0.¢ YV

Thstead of punishing Mdhh)l for breaking a
Pla+e and then |7/ih3 about i+, Mom gave a time-
out to Jo}\hhy Cheddar. What reqlly stinks is
+hat the time-out chair is the brand-new recliner
n ﬂ\e fdmily room, So 1 couldnt sit in it to

watch television.




Like T said, T know this whole imaginary friend
-H\ihs is a bunch of balohey, but Mahhy acts so
serious about i+ that it's kind of sPook)/. Whenever
T 90 to sit down somewhere in the house, T make

sure hohe of Mc\hh)l's friends are around.

The last 'H'\ihs T need to do is Plo\v down on the
sofa to watch TV and squis\\ Thy Jim.

T+s not like Tm wa‘l'c}\iha a lot of television
+hese Jays anyway. Mom is pretty worried about
Mdhh7/ and his social skills, so she doesnt like +he
TV 4o be on when Mahhy's around.

Recehﬂ)/, Mom came up with this idea called
'“Family Nis‘ﬁ," where we ?lay a board game or go
out to dinner +03e+¥\er instead of wc\+c¥\ih3 TV.

3



I guess -H\e idea 1S o 3e+ us to interact wiﬂ\ onhe
another more so it rubs off on Mahhy.

When we go out to dinner, we usua“)/ end up at
+his place called Corh)/'s 'Famil)/-5+7/|e Restauvrant.
‘ﬂ\ey have a rule at Corhy‘s that you’re not
allowed +o wear a tie, and +¥\e first +ime we went

'H\ere, Dad found that out the hard wqy.

YOU DON'T LOOK
LIKE YOURE

HAVING FUN!

ﬂ\ere are a few different sea-hhs sections at
Corhy’s, but since we alwc?/s have Mahhy with

us, ﬂ'\e)/ put our {amﬂy in the section called
"C)nildreh's Alle)l."
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bother c|eahih3 vp when one famil)l leaves and a
hew onhe comes in. So when you get o your +able,

+here’s alwa)/s crumPIeJ-uV ha‘)kihs on the floor
and half-eaten french fries on the seats.

ﬂwe first time we went to Corhy's , T didnt check
m)/ seat, and I ended up si-Hihs on an o‘)eh-faced

peanut butter and Jell)/ sandwich.




Another ﬂ\ihe T hate about Children's Alley is
+hat you're ris\'ﬁ hext to +he baﬂ\rooms, and the

doors are alwa?/s swinging open, so you cah see in

there when you're +r7fih3 to eat.

/7

N

Also, the service is TERRIBLE a+ Corh)/’s, so we
a|wa7/s Just get the buffet and serve ourselves. The

food is in these metal +ra7/s, and there’s alwa?/s
stuff from one +ra)/ mixed in with the others.

Coea!

FEED YER FACE
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A'l' +he dessert bar, ﬂ\ey have an ice-cream
Jis?ehser where you can make your own sundae.
I know ﬂ-\cﬁ sounds Sreﬁ, but ‘H\ere's a reason
most restavrants dont let customers operate the

sof+-serve mc\c}\ihes.

YERSELF

HELP J

%LIL%% /_DESSERT

One of the reasons Mom likes to 90 +to Corhy,s IS
+hat ﬂ\ey have a ball pit, and she’s %ovihs Mahh7'
will learn to \7!47/ with other kids his age.
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But Mahhy usually Just buries himself in a pile of
balls +o hide from the other kids and then waits
it out until i+'s time to go home.

< (24 ) g : %
2 | D “a% %

Last ’ﬂwrs&ay we went to Corhy’s, and Mom
nc-hmll)/ made Mahhy 9o in +he plastic tubes so he
couldnt hide in the ball pit. Mc\hhy got freaked
ouvt up ‘H\ere, ﬂ\ous\'\, and he was too scared to

come Jowr\ on Hs own.
1]

-
4
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So Mom told me T had o go-up +here and get
him since T was the ohly one in the family who
was small ehoush to crawl in the tubes.

T 4ried c|imbih3 up ﬂ\rous}\ the area Mahhy had

used to get to the tubes, but it was too tight of
a squeeze and T had 4o bail out.

)
“[W%
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That meant the oh|7/ way T could get o Mahhy
was to climb up +he spiral plastic slide +hat emp-ies
into the ball pit. T am not a fan of dark,
enclosed spaces o besih with, so T wasn+ |ookih3
forward to crawling up that 'H'\ihs.
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T yelled into the bottom to make sure +he coast
was clear, but kids iahored me and came slidihe

down anyway.

Once T made it past +he traffic Jam and got all
+he way +o the top, T started crawlihs around
'ﬂ'\rous)n the maze of tubes to +r)/ and find
Manny. There was no ventilation vp there, and it

REEKED of Jir+7 socks.

OB O
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lfr:ealizleLwas;l'}sefwmhaf?ecs:.\h;ko%lookinei
for Mahhy , ‘H\ous\\ , because Tve always been bad

at mazes. This fall me and Mom went in the corn
maze at Reyhold‘s Farm, and Mom was counting oh
me to find the wa)/ out.

But T got us so lost that Mom had to call 911

for someone to come rescue us.

This time T didnt have Moms cell ?%ohe to bail
me out. And when some kid threw up at ohe end
of the tunnel, all +he other kids came rushihe my
way to get to the slide.
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E.Veh+uall7/, T found Mahh7/ in_one of the
tunnels, but b)/ then T was rea&y +o crack vp-

So one of the waiters had +o climb up and rescue
Mahhy AND me.

—‘(@‘{{ BN

The wors+ part of +he whole experience was +hat

T Kad 4o throw out my favorite pair of J'eahs
because T couldnt 3e+ rid of the smell of {ee‘i',
even after washihs +hem with bleach three times.

EF o °
SNFF
L

/

Sa‘l’urda?(

T woke vp at 6:30 +his morhing and couldn+
get back 4o sleep, which was pretty frustrating.
But that's been ha\;‘)ehihs +o me ever since the
besihhihs of the year.

“o



On New Year's Eve, Mom wanted Mahhy to_feel
what it+s like 4o be vp at midhi@h‘l‘ without qc+ua||7/
letting him s+a7/ up that late. So she se+ the
clocks in the house ahead by three hours.

BEEP
BOOP

She didnt ell ME, 'H'\ous\'\. So when Mom and

Dad did the countdown with Mdhh}’, T +}\ou3¥\+
it was midnight for REAL.




T ended up-going o bed at 10:30 that hish‘i'
-H'\ihkihs it was 1:30 in the morhing. So my whole
schedule has been off b}/ three hours this year.

T dont usually wake up-oh weekends until Dad
|i+era||7 draas me out of bed, ESPECIALLY
Jurihs +he winter ; when it's cold outside and it's

nhice nhd warm ther -ﬂ-\e covers.

N -

T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me
at 8:00 on a Sd‘furdo\y morhing and told me o 9o
outside and shovel snow off the wa|kwa7/.

T4 been in the middle of a rea||7/ 300& dream, but
T was able 4o get out of bed, shovel the wc\lkwny,
and get rish-t back into my dream without missing

a beat.
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..AND TH
“BEST BICEPS”
WINNER IS...




This morning after T woke vp, T layin bed for
a while +ryih3 to get back o s|ee?. EVeh’ruaN)f ,
T Just went downstairs and made myseh[ some
breakfast. There's ho-ﬂ'\ihs 300& on TV before
8:00 on a Sa+urda7/ morhing, so T decided to get

some of m7/ c}\ores over wiﬂ\.

Me and Rodrick never have ehoua\'\ mohey +o {)uy
ahyﬂ'\ihe , so Mom has been Payiha us an allowance
to do chores. One of my chores is dus-h'hs the dihihs
room (urhi+ure, and +)na+)s w}m’r I was Joihs +Hs
morning when T heard a knock at the front door.

o
WNOCK-
wNOCK |

KNOCK

J

T oPeheJ the door and was surPriseJ +o see Uncle
quy standing on the front steps.
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Da& came Jowhs-l'airs a minute later, ahcl \-\e Jidh'-f

seem too ‘WPPY +o see his 7/ouh3er brother.

A few weeks back Uncle Gary called Dad and said
}\e }\ac} a once-in-a-lifetime” business oP?or'l'uhH?/
and needed a loan.

E\_\\\

Dad didnt want o give Uncle Gar)/ ahy mohey,
because Uncle Gary has a bad track record when it
comes o Payihs ?eo\ale back.
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But Mom 4old Dad he should do it because Uncle
Gary is his brother and fam‘ly members should
alwc\ys hely each other out. Mom's alwa)ls sayihs
the same sort of ‘H\iha to me and Rodrick. T Just
}\o?e T never need a kidhey or some-l*}\iha like
'H'\d‘l’, becauvse if Rodrick IS ‘H’\e 30}/ I,m couh+ih3
on o 3EVe it to me, T could be in trouble.

Dad sent Uncle Gary +he mohey, and we hadnt
heard from him until +oda7/. After Uncle Gary
came inside the house, he told us what \'\aﬂaehed.

He said he met a 3u7 in Boston who sold T-shirts
on a street corner, and this vy told him +hat if
he wanted to take over his business, he could make

a bundle.

é SOUVENIRS
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So_after he got +he money from Dad, Uncle Gar)/
bous\'ﬁ' up +he 3u>/’s T-shirts. But what Uncle
Gary didnt know was that ‘H\e T-shiﬁs had a
+7\>o on them, and b}/ the time he noticed the
problem, the guy was alreac}y gone.

BOTSON

Uncle Gary told Dad he needs a place o s+a7l
until he can 3e+ on his feet asm'h. Dad didn+
seem too ha\a\vy about that, but by +hen Mom was
downhstairs, and she told Uncle quy he can s+a7/

as |oh3 as he needs.
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But when Mom saw the movihs van in the dn'Vewa)/,
she told Uncle Gary we didnt really have any

room in our ‘\ouse for extra furniture.

He said she didn+ need o worr7/, because he didnt
HAVE amy furniture. The moVing Van was filled
wH'\\ boxes of T-SHH'S ) w"\ich we sPeh+ *H\e rest
of the morning |oa4£h3 into our garage.

M
G

T dont think Uncle Gary is_giving up on selling
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for

three bucks, and T +hink Rodrick feels like he
30+ a steal.
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Mohda?(

Living with Uncle Gary hasn+ been easy. On his
first few hia"ﬁs in_the house, he sle\:‘l’ on an air
mattress in Mahhy’s room. But Uncle Gary has
+hese his\ﬁmares +hat wake him up-in the middle
of the hia}vl', and last Mohday he had a really
bad one.

THERE’S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!
THERE’'S MONKEYS |
IN THE WALLS! |
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So now Uncle ,Gar)l,, 1S slee?ihs on the couch in the
family room, and Mahhy's bed is in the middle of

Nis room, away from +he walls.
U
||”J »

T+ really inconvenient with Uncle Gary s|ee\7ih3

on our couch. His bad dreams kee\) Rim up all
hish‘i’, and then he s|eeVs ‘H’\roug\'\ most of the
qu. That reall)/ stinks when you Just want to
relax after school and watch some TV.

— I'™

) ey

2

The person who's been affected the most by Uncle
Gary 1S RODRICK, ‘H'\ous"\.
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Before Uncle Gar7 moved in, Rodrick Pr‘ad‘icall?/
LIVED on the couch in the famil)l room, especiauy

on -H'\e weekehds.

Now Rodrick doesn+t have ah)/where to 90 when
Dad kicks him out of bed in the basement on
Sq+urdqy morhihss.

’ﬂ'\e o+\'\er do?/ Ro&rick came u?s-l'airs, ahd w}\eh
he saw Uncle Gary in his spot, he Just sleP+ on
another ?ar+ of the couch.

tzZZz
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Dad has really been hagging Uncle Gary about
finding a_job, but Uncle Gary says he’s tried and

ho onhe is Hrihs.

Uncle Gary has never held down a job for more
than a few Ja)/s. The last one he had was over +he
summer, when he worked as a test SU‘bJCC+ for a
company that made pepper spray. Tm pretty sure
he quit before lunch.

I THINK WE
NEED TO ADD

Da& wants Uncle Gar)/ +to 3e+ a Job like HE }ms,

where you work in an office and have reaular Nours.
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But T don* think Uncle Gary is_cut out for an
office Job, and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has 4o dress up for work eVer)l Jay in a shirt and
+te, and he has to wear dress shoes and dress

socks , too.

The a|reqdy decided that when T grow up, Tm
gohna have to find a Job where )/ou dont need o
wear those socks +hat 90 up to 7'°“r knees.

HAS ANYONE

Last summer Dad brous)'ﬁ me ‘o "Brihs Your Child
+o Work Day“ at his office. But +he people at
Dad’s work mustve realized their Jobs would be
borihs +o ‘H’\eir kids, so ‘H\e)/ brous‘ﬁ in all sorts
of entertainment.
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For most of +he da)/, us kids s+a7'ec$ in the
cafeteria while the grown-ups got some work done
in their offices.

.///ln \

-
O

=L am\\
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7 7o 27 "[—5’

(JE?T

Toward ﬂ\e eh& of -l'\\e day, Dad brou3¥\+ me_into
his office while he 4ried to finish up an important
pro J'ecl', so 1 sat there next 1o him and waited.
But T think it was hard for him 4o concentrate

while someone was |ookih3 over his shoulder.
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Dad gave me mohey to bu7l some‘l'\\iha from the
Vehdihs machine. He was ?robably Just +r7/ih3 +o
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt too
\mﬂ)y when T came back a minute later with a

box of Jawbreakers.

Dad told me he really needed to finish what he
was doiha , so he asked me to find somewhere else
+o sit while he wraﬂ)ed ‘H\ihss up- He mustve
been really distracted that Ja)/ , +}\ou3¥\, because
he went home and lef+ me behind. T miah'f'Ve
been stuck there all high'f if the Janitor hadnt
found me.




Ahyway, Dad is ‘)re‘H71 ahho)/ed +hat Uncle Gary
doesnt have ahy mohey and has been mooc\\ihs off
him. Mom has ac+ua||)/ started giving Uncle Gary
an allowance even ﬂ\ous}x he doesnt have to do

ah)/ chores for i+, which feels wronhg to me.

B

T Just \woPe Uncle Gary uses some of his allowance
to pay for his own bubble bath. He used up all of
mine_on the second day he was here, and its rea")/

hot the same when the water is cr715+a| clear.

€l 8 &y
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T rea||7/ wish T didn+ have to throw my _Jjeans out
a few weeks ago, because +oclc\>/ at school I needed
+o look s}mr?. We're starting a ballroom Jahcihs

uhit in Phys Ed, and Mrs. Moretta said each of
us needed to find a ?ar-hr\er.

So it wasnt a 3003 do?/ 1o be wean’hs corduroy
‘;ah-i's +}m+ are +’nree ihc\\es +too0 skor-l'.

~

7

SHWEE
GHWEE
SWWEE

Mrs. Moretta said we were gonna choose partners
57/ writing down the name of the person we

wanted to dance with on a little slip of paper.
Then shed 90 'H'\roua\'\ the pieces of paper and
pair us vp +he best she could. That was the same
system she used LAST year for the square dancing
unit, ‘l’\'\ous}\, and T +o+a||>/ 30+ burned.
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T wrote down the name of +he prettiest girl in
my class, Baylee Ahﬂ\ohy.

A

. ¢ \'m

—
\

BAYLEE
ANTHONY

But she didn4t write down MY name. She wrote
down Bryce Ahdersoh, J'uS‘I' like eVery other 55r|
in the class. Bryce ended up ?ickihs McKenzie
Pollard, and Mrs. Moret+a assished Ba7'|ee to be
my dance ?ar+her because T4 ?ickecl her.

At first T was really excited T got Baylee as a
partner. But then T had to deal with THIS

kihd of nonsense for +¥\ree weeks——

I DIDN'T
PICK HIM.
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T quess Baylee didn* want a repeat of last year,
either, because +oda7/ she went around o all the
3u7$ who didnt have a chance with her and let
them know.

DON'T ANY OF YOU
NERDS WRITE MY

NAME DOWN.

To be honest with you, T dont really care who T
get Pm’re& up with as long as i+ isn+t Ru’oy Bird.

RUBY BIRD

As far as T know, Ruby is the ohl)/ 3ir| who has
ever been svsPehdeJ from our school, and that was

for bH’ihs a teacher.
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Th fact, the reason Ruby ohl7l has one front
+ooth is because the other one ended up in Mr.

Underwood’s elbow.

T +r‘7/ +o be ‘Dre'Hy nice to Ruby whenever T
come across her in the \mllwqy, because she

terrifies me.

LADIES FIRST!
HEH, HEH!

0 ’.°)

o
-4
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But +oJa7/ T got worried that maybe Tve been
TOO nice and she mis"ﬁ think T ac+ua||7/ LIKE
her. The last ﬂ\ihs T need is for Ruby +o

write my-hame down on that little sliP of paper,
because T know if she's my dance partner, T do
SOMETHING o make her mad and end up with
her other tooth in MY arm.

So T used my li+te sliP of paper to +r>/ and make
sure that doesnt haﬂ)eh.

rP\ec:\s.e do not put
me with Ruby Bird.

Sincere\y, Greg Heff fey

T even threw in a half-eaten cahdy bar T was
saving for later on +o make sure Mrs. Moretta

comes ﬂ\rous)\ for me.

WCAY\CSAG¥

Las+ hia)n+ T \Dra)/ed extra hard that T wouldnt
end up with Ruby as my dance Par+her.

61



Then T started worrying +hat maybe you ohly
3e+ a certain number of ?rayers answered in 7/our
lifetime and T'm burhihs -H\roueh mine too fast.
T4 hate 4o find out later on that T used up all
my chits, because Tve been acting like Tve got an
unlimited Suﬂﬂy.

T \Drobably need to be more careful about that.
This weekend the +oilet in the upstairs ba+hroom
got clossecl, and T Prayed that the \7|umber
wouldnt use our bathroom after he fixed it.

For ‘Hwe record, I \\aVe about a /5% success
rate with my Prayers. T don*t know if +hat’s
sooc} or bad, but one ‘H\iha I’m Pre++7/ sure of
is that T'm never gonha get a |i3¥s+saber for my
birﬂ\dq)f, ho matter how badl)/ T want it.
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Ah)/way, T +hink Thve got to be a lot more
s?ecific w’neh I ?ray for someﬂ\ihs, because +oda7/
n P\'\ys Ed my wish was srah’recl, but T'm not
}-mﬂ)y about the way +¥\ih35 turned out.

At the beaihhihs of class, Mrs. Moretta called
out names for dance partners, and T held my

breath when she 30+ to Rub)/ Bird.




But Ruby 30'!' ?airec} up with Frea‘ey , and if 7lou

ask me, that's a match made in heaven.

EVeh+ua||7/, Mrs. Moretta read out the last
sirl's name, and there were still a bunch of boys
lef+ over, Ehdudihs me. ﬂ'\ere are a lot more
boys in my class this year +han sirls, so it made
sense that not eVeryohe got a ‘)ar'h‘\er.

But still, T was a little Jisa‘)?oiwfeé +hat no
one wrote my hame oh onhe of those little sli\)s

O{ ?d\:er.
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Then us guys realized we weren+ gonha have to do
+he ballroom Jahcihs unit and that we could Just
Play kickball on the other side of the 9ym for

-H'\ree weeks.

But we celebrated a little +oo soon. Mrs. Moretta
said that EVERYONE had +o dance ) and she
started pairing us boys up with ONE ANOTHER.

So the next +Hh3 T krew, T was Jahcihs a
waltz with Carlos E scalera.




Today at school, P\'\)/s Ed was canceled because
we had a general assemb\y Jurihs fourth \Deriod.
T Nave 4o admit T was a little JisaPPoih-l’ed
when T found out, because believe i+ or not, me
and Carlos have ac-l'ua"y been getting +he \'\ahs
of the merengue.

y 4 d

Mos+ Peo‘)le were PreH7 excited, -H\oua‘\ ,
because we havent had a Seheral assembly since
November. That's when +this \\7/‘>ho+is+ called the

Amo\zihs Andrew came to our school.

Ih ﬂ'\e 3rahd finale of \'\is s"\ow, ‘H\e Amaziha
Andrew }\yvho-h'zed a line of eiah*t’n-src\clers into
ﬂ'\ihkihs +heir arms were SU\:erslueJ +ose+}\er.
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ﬂ\eh Be +old ﬂ\e 3u7/s Be’J uhslue -H\em wiﬂ\ a
masic wor&, and when he said it ﬂwe)/ came a\var+
Just like that.

Af‘hr sc)woo| some kids 30+ nto an drgumerﬁ

over whether the hyvho-h'ﬁ was for real or if
+hose eishﬂ\-ardders were in on the act and
J'us+ fnkihs it.
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Two of the kids who ‘ﬂ'\oug‘ﬁ +he Amziha Andrew
was a fake linked their arms, and then Martin
Ford 4ried o hypnotize them into thinking they
were svyersluec} +ose+\\er.

Believe i+ or not, i+ WORKED. The two kids
couldnt separate +heir arms, and 'H\ey +o+a||7/
?ahicked. Martin tried sayihs +he magjic word, but
he couldn® unstick them.

CUCUMBER!
CUCUMBER!
' q




‘ﬂ'\e kids went back to the school , and one of
the teachers had to track down the Amzihs
Andrew at his Job so he could say +he magjic

word and seParq‘h’. +hem.

.
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T have no idea how the school chooses +he Peo‘ale
who come in and do our assemblies. One person
'ﬂ'\e}/ brought in last year was a_guy called Strong
Steve. He gave a s?eec}\ about how we needed to
s+a7/ off Jruss, and ‘l’}'\eh for )nis srahd finale "\e
n'?\)ed a P}'\ohe book in half with his bare hands.
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Doh,:Laskfmefwha:triﬂ)ihsfaf?},\ohefbookfl‘ms;to
do with staying off drugs, but the kids at my
school went crazy for +his avy- Th fact, the

librarian had to revlace half +he reference books
on our shelves after S‘h‘ohs Steve’s visit.

The person Tm really ho\;ihs 'H'\e?/ DON’T bring
back is +his sihaer hamed Krisstina. T +hink the
school likes to bring in Krisstina for assemblies

because her lyrics are really positive.
4 )P

TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS
| AND YOU WILL SEE |
JUST HOW HAPPY
() YOUR HEART CANBE s

REACH FOR THE STARS

/' AND NEVER STOP )
YOURE A WINNER

YOU'LL REACH THE TOP!

'(.

f
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Krisstina calls herself an “international pop
sensation ," but T dont know how she 3e+s away
with that. As far as T can ell, she’s never even
been out of the STATE.

Krisstina
WORLD TOUR

Shop=Mart Superstore
Middletown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Round Skating Rink
Town Park Gazebo
Rickman Auto Center
Route 1A Bowling Alley
Speedigscrub Car Wash

One of my favorite assemblies was +the one where
a Police officer came 1o our school and +old us
about beihe a ‘narc.” He said his Job was to pose
as a Hs\'\ school student and then report on +he
kids who were up to no 300&.

n



T ‘H\ou3)n+ that sounded like an AWESOME

Job. TfT can get Paid to go to school without
cloihs Nomework or +akih3 tests AND send all

+he Jerks +o J'm'l , then that's the career for me.

MRS. JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING

SPITBALLS AGAIN!

—

gg i
[

After the Poh'ce officer came +o our school, me

and my friend Rowley decided to start our own
Je+ec+iVe aaehcy.
N
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Uhfori’um-!'ely , there wasn+t a lot of demand for
PriVa‘i'e detectives in our heis\\bor\\ood, and
hobody wanted to hire us. But we decided +o
start spying on people ANYWAY.

T+ was ac+ua||7 a lot of fun. The great ‘H\iha
about beihe a private investigator is +hat you
cah Poke around in other Peoyle’s lives and it's

Jus+ ?c\r-k of )/our Job.




We mostly focused our ihVeS‘h'ea‘Hohs on Mr. Millis,

who lives a few doors up +he street from me. T+t's

hot like he was Joihs ah)/ﬂ\ihs SuSpicious. T+s
Just +hat we knew he had all the movie channels

on cable.

Our detective asehcy fell a?aﬁ', ‘H’\ous}\, after
we started investigating Sco++7/ Douglas. T4 let
him borrow a video game over the summer and he
said he lost i+, but T knew he was |7n'h3. So T
sent Rowley down o Sco-Hy’s house o get him
to cous}\ it up-

T +au3¥\+ Rowle)/ how to act really +ou3¥w and
crack his knuckles a lot so Sco++7/ would get +he

message +hat we weren+ 'fooh'hs around.
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But when Rowley didnt come back ris\ﬁ away, T
started to wonder what hd‘)\:eheé. T went down
to Sco‘H)/’s house myself +to ihVeS‘h'sa-l'e, and T
caus\-ﬁ Row|e>/ red-handed \alayihg my video game
with Sco++7/.

T had 4o fire Row|e)/ on the spot, and if T ever
start another detective a3ehc7/, the first -H\iha

Th gonhha do is hire a more ih+imida+ih3 enforcer.

Ah)/way, like T said, everyone was excited to find
out who the guest was for +oda>/’s assembly.
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But i+ turned out there WASN'T a guest. After
we sat down in the 9y Vice Prihci\)nl Roy got vp
on the stage and said the reason he 3a+¥\ere3 us

all +03e+¥\er was to announce that there was gohha

be a sPecial election to re?hce the student council.

We had student council elections in +he {fall. But
the class officers were ski\)\)ihs +he meetings
because 'H\e)/'re held Jurihs recess, and 1 guess

the advisors 30‘1’ fed up.

Vice Prihci‘)al Roy said there are two conditions for
runhing for office. One, you have to be wi||ih3 +o
a'HehJ all +’ne s+udeh+ council mee‘rihas. Ahd two,

you cant \'\aVe +}'\ree de+eh+iohs or more.
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T fel+ like +hat second rule was directed at ME,
because T Jus+ \)icked up my +hird detention.

Tn my first year of middle school ,-an eis\\ﬂ\-
3raéer told me there was a secret elevator that
went to the second floor, and that he could sell

me a sPecial pass for five bucks.

{771

That sounded like a 300& deal 4o ME, so T
gave him five dollars for the pass, which looked

Pre*H)/ official.
ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.
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But i+ turned out the whole -H'\iha was d_scam and

there was no such ‘H\ihs as a secret elevator.

qAR HAR HAR!)

RECYCLE

&

WHITE
PAPER

T4 been BoHihs on to that elevator pass ever
since. But a few weeks ago I sold i+ to a k:d

w\\o's new ‘o our sc"\ool.

Uh'for+uha+e|7/ , T wasnt careful ehous\\, and T

got busted b)/ Vice Prihd?al Roy, who made me

return ‘H\e mohey.

718




He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
becauvse T4 given +he kid a deal b)f se||ih3 him the
pass at half price.

After the assemH)/ T realized some‘l’\\ihs: Row|e7/
\-\as never ‘\ad a Je+eh+ioh, so }\e'd be -Hwe
PERFECT candidate for student council. T +old
Hm ‘\e s"\ouH run, but he said "\e wou‘&h,‘t know
what hed do if he got elected.

But that's where T come in. T 4old him if he gets
elected, T Il make all the +ous¥\ decisions and all
he'll have o do is show up for +he meetings and
do what T tell him. T think i+'s a GENIUS idea,
because Tl get o be in power but T wont have

+o miss amy recess.

I VOTE FOR I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS DOUBLE RECESS

AND HALF DAYS AND HALF DAYS
ON FRIDAYS! ON FRIDAYS!

;l; | _Are2




T volunteered o be his campaigh-mahager so he
wont even have 4o lif+ a fihser to get elected. So
we went to the bulletin board in the front }\allway
to sign Row|e)/ up-

T +old Nim Ke should run for one of the Juicy
5\70+s like President or Vice Presideh-l', but he
wanted to run for “Social C"\air‘aersoh." T have
ho idea what a Social C}mir‘)ersoh does, but as
long as Rowley gets to vote on +he impor-tant
decisions, T'm fine with it.

Wedhesda?(

Yes+ercla>/ some of the other candidates were
}mhsihs posters up in +he \\allways and \mh&ihs
out buttons and cath to get themselves elected.
So we were ALREADY behind.
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]: knew I was gohha MVe +to Jream up someﬂ\ihs

553 +o make sure Row|e7/ gets elected, so here's
what 1 came up with.

When the candidates 35Ve +heir sveec)\es in the
gym the bleachers will be full of students. A+
sports games TVve seen on TV, Peo‘ﬂe in the
stadium paint their chests to s?ell out messages.
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Last+ hia"\‘r I 3o+ a bunch of Uncle Gdry's
T-s\'\ir‘fs from ‘H'\e garage, +urhed ‘H\em inside

out, and wrote a letter on each one so the

S\De“ed ot “VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON
FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON.” T+ +ook

all hiaH' , and T went ﬂ\rous}\ about +weh+7/
markers, but T knew it was gonna make a 553
sylnsh at the assembly.

T got o school ec\rly +oda7 and gave each kid who
was willihs +o wear a shirt a piece of bubble gum.

QAU

But when we 30+ into the 37/m, SeHihs +he kids
+o stand in the r53¥\+ order was like +r7ih3 to
herd cats.
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The ohl7/ candidates who got to give s?eec‘\es were

+he ones who were ruhm'ha for President. T was
Pre'Hy relieved +o hear +hat, because when T had
Rowley rehearse his s?eec’n for Social C’nairPerSOh,

}\e wasS a_nhervous wreck.

GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UH...

oY °
7NN °
.

O'U £

83



The first candidate o give a s?eecl'\ was d 3irl
hamed Sy&hey Greene w\\o IS a s+rm'3\'\+-A s+udeh+
and has never missed a qu of school. She said
that if she'’s elected President, she'll get better
equipment for the music room and will organize a
pro ject to put new protective covers on +he books
in the library.

Nex+ up was Brydh Bu++s7l. As soon as \ice
Prihci?al Roy called Bryah vp to +he ?odium,
everyone in +he gym started making all sorts of

obhoxious noises.

FBTACPHLB RBLTTR,
) J{r: %
3 )/ PBBBLT

A
.

e

'l{(

Tm sure Bryah said a lot of inferesting ‘H’\ihss
Jurihs his sPeech, but you couldnt hear a word
with all that racket.
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T Jus’r \\oPe Bryah doesnt run for President

w\\eh \\e’s a grownh-up, because if \\e Joes , Hs

campaigh rallies are gonna be RIDICULOUS.

The last candidate to 9o was a kid named Euaehe
Ellis. Euaehe is the oh|7/ person runhing for
President who didn \Du+ up ?os+ers or hand out
|o||i\>oPs or qhy‘l'hihs like that, so hobody really
+ook him serious|7/.

Eusehe’s campaigh sPeec‘-\ was ohly about +Hr+7/
seconds long. He said that if he's elected
President, he'll get the school o reP|ace +he
ckea\) toilet paper in the bathrooms with the
expensive, quiHed kind.

When Euaehe finished his sPeec"\, +he whole Place
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS comvlnihiha

about ‘H\e +oile+ paper situation because ‘ﬂ'\e +7'Pe
the school uses is like sahJ‘:a\:er.
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And from +he reaction Eusehe 3o+, T dont
+hink Sydhey or Bryah has a prayer.

”}Ul’S&d?{

Just like T Predided, Eusehe Ellis won student
council President b7/ a landslide. Row|e7/ woh, oo,
because he was the ohl)l person who ac+ua||7/ sished
up for Social C}mir\)ersm\. T wish T'd known
that, becavse T couldVe saved myself a lot of
hassle with those T-shirts.

'ﬂ\e student council \m& 'Hweir first mee+ih3 +oda7/,
and Mrs. Birch, the teacher who works with the

council, +old Eueehe -H\e 5c¥'\oo| couldnt afford o

stock the bathrooms with quiHed toilet paper, so

he mish'f as well forse'l' about it.
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Word got around school fast, and Peo?le were
Pre‘Hy mad. The whole reason eVeryohe voted for
Eusehe was because of his campaigh promise. Plus,
we do fundraisers for the school eVery )/eqr, and
7Iou would think ‘l"ney could take some of +he mohey
we make and sPehd it on some qua|i+7/ tollet paper.

T ‘H\ou3¥\+ the school would be ro||ih3 in doush
after the LAST fundraiser we had a few weeks

g0, when we sold cahdy bars. T have to give
credit o whoever came up with the idea. ﬂ'\e
school sent each student home with 'fnqy Chocolate
Crunch cahc{y bars, and we were svmmsed to 90
out and sell +hem 4o our heis}\bors.

CHOCOLATY.
CRONCH

CHOCOLATE CRUNCH |
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But T dont know a single kid who didnt eat at
least three or four cahdy bars before 'H\e)l even
3o+ home. Ih fac+, I ate fifteen 57/ ﬂ\e +ime
Mom found out and Pu+ a s+o‘> to it.

— \\.{.!}\.-aa

/| Q

) 5
So a lot of families like mine had to write a check
+o the school Just o cover +he cost of the cahdy
bars their children ate. T+ ?ossiHe +hat hobo&y
sold a sih3|e cahdy bar c{un'hs 'ﬂ’\d‘l’ fundraiser.

Sa‘i’urda?(

SPeakihs of mohey, Uncle Gary spent all of his
allowance this week and asked me if he could

borrow some of MINE. When Dad found out, he

was ?re‘H?/ mad.
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T4 turns out Uncle Gar)/ spent his money on
scratch tickets at the convenience store. Dad told
Uncle Gary he’s got a bet+ter chance of getting
struck b)/ lish-h\ihs +han wihhing +he |o+'l’er>/

and that he’s Just wasting his mohey.

Dad Probably should ve chosen his words more
carefully, because now Mahhy won+ step foot

outside if it's raining.
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Scratch tickets are a sore svb\jed for Dad anyway.
A few years ago Dad boush‘f Uncle Gary a hice
winter J'acke+ for Chris+mas, and Uncle Gar)/ gave
Dad a scratch ticket. Dad seemed a little ahhoyed
that hed spent all +hat mohey on Uncle Ga

and Uncle Gary just gave him a gift that oh|7/

cost a ’Duck.
77

5

Dad scratched off the little squares on +he card
wiﬂ\ a coin and )ne 30+ -H\re.e c)nerries, whic%
meant hed Just won a hundred thousand dollars.

But i+ turned out the ticket was just a gag gift,

ahd it was a fake.
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YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE LOOK -ON
YOUR FACE! HA HA!

\ 7720,

We still cant mention that Christmas to Dad,
because it Jus+ Pu+s him in a bad mood for the
rest of the Ja)/.

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gary

to get a Job so_he can move out of our house. T'm
starting to wish Uncle Gary would get a Job, too0,
because |a+e|7 he’s been sPehJihs a lot of +ime in
my room Playihs on the computer.

He's addicted 4o this virtual-world game where you
can be ahyﬂxihs you want, like a Policemah or a

construction worker or a rock star.
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But in the ,3ame,,,,,Uhcle,Gary,,is,dusfl’,a vy who
doesn+ have a Job and buys a bunch of scratch
tickets eVery Jay.

SORRY, YOUR
SCRATCH TICKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

FEBRUARY

[hursda;

There have been some Pre-Hy bia deVeloPmerﬁs at
school this week.

T+ all started on Mohclay at the last student
council meeting. The meetings are held in the
teachers |ouh3e, and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went 4o use the bathroom, he came out with a
roll of Pillow-Soft Ultra +oilet paper.
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FACULTY
ONLY

That means the teachers have been +ren+ih3
themselves to 300& toilet paper while us kids are
stuck wi'l'\'\ 'H'\e c\'\ea\) stuff.

When Eugehe Ellis confronted Mrs. Birc\'\, she
knew the teachers were +o+a||7 busted.

Mrs. Birch said that even ﬂ\oush +he teachers
use Pillow-Soft Ul4ra, there’s not ehous\\ mohey
in the budget to stock all the kids™ bathrooms

with expensive toilet+ paper, but she could agree

‘o a com\vromise.
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She said +he school could allow kids o bn'hs n
their OWN rolls from home. Ahc} when the

anhouncement came over the |oudsPeaker, it was a
}wse Vic+or7 for Eugehe Euis ahc} H’\e rest of ﬂ\e

student council.

Tuesday was the first day kids were allowed o
briha in their own oilet paper, and T think some
Peo?k’. went a litte overboard.




ihffad:,fsomefkic}&btouah:i'fihfsofmuch;toilefi'
paper +hat +here wasnt ehoua\\ room to fit it in

their lockers, so ‘H\e)/ carried their SUP?‘)’ around
wi‘l’*\ +hem.

EVery‘H\ihs Vrobq{ﬂy would Ve been Just fine, but
at lunch someone threw a roll of toilet paper at
SOmeboJV else, and within about fifteen seconds it

was a total madhouse.

15



Later that afternoon the principal_got on the
|oudsveaker and said that from now on, were oh|7
allowed o {)rihs five squares of toilet paper to
school a Jay. That seems like a Vre‘H7/ ridiculous
rule, becavse T dont know ANYONE who can

3e+ b}/ on five squares.

Yes+erdq>/ a few kicis 3o+ cqu3¥\+ bn’hsihs in_more
+han H\ey were su?‘;osed ‘o, so now the teachers

are c\\eckihs our bqss w\'\eh we come in -H'\rous}\

the front doors in the morhihs.

H)Ul'de%

By +he +ime the ?rihciPd set that fa‘Ve-square
limit last week, Td a|reqcl)/ stocked my locker with
about +weh+>/ rolls.

6



‘ﬂ'\e +eac¥\ers Jo rahdom c}\ecks on kids‘ lockers

how, and 1 knew sooner or later -H-\ey were gohnha
find m7/ secret stash.

E—@ﬁff—:

84 8

T wanted to make sure my S“?Pl)' lasted to +he
end of the school year, so T needed to 'Fisure out
how o ‘)ro+ec+ it.

T decided +he oh|7/ way to do THAT was o have

a stall in the bathroom all 4o myseh[, and o kee?
my Yoile+ paper hidden in there.

So on Mohclc\y T Picked a stall that was \>re++7/
clean and locked the door. Then T crawled
underneath it o get out.

17



Next T sliﬂJeJ some old sneakers T brougl'ﬂ'
from home on the floor in front of +he toilet o
make it look like the stall was occuPieJ.

T |

—

L

EVer7/ time T needed 4o use the bathroom +his
week, T waited to make sure no one was arouhd,
then T crawled underneath my stall door. T+
was like T had a -h'h)/ little apartment in Hhere.

Th fact, T wish T4 'H\ous\ﬁ of this idea a

long i .
03 1me aso |

( NAAAHHHL )
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For a few da)/s m/ S7IS+em worked 3rea+. No one
even TRIED 4o use my private stall.

DAG, IS THAT
KID STILL IN
THERE?

But then T forso‘r +to Pick one of the spare
shoes up off +he 3rouhd, and T guess +hat
mustVve looked Pre-H)/ SuSVidouS from the outside.

A\Y

O80T 1

1



T+ wasnt loha before ‘Jeo‘;le ﬁaured out T was
"\oardihs quah"ry toilet paper, and +\'\ih35 fell
apart ?re++>/ quic’dy after that.

Erida?(
T +hink what +he students learned from the +oilet
paper ex\Deriehce 1S +)(\a+ if we want Someﬂ\ihs,

were gonhha )\QVe ‘o raise 'H\e mohey on our own.

So last week the student council brainstormed ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, Hi||qr7
Pihe, said we s%ould }\QVe a car qu}'\, and ﬂ\e
Secre-hxry, Olivia Davis, said we should do a giant
yard sale.
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T ‘H\oueh’r we should sell caramel popeorh, but
either Rowley didnt have his walkie-talkie up loud
ehoush or eVeryboéy was Jus+ ighoring me.

Eueehe Ellis 5u33es+ed a pro wrestling match in
+he gyr and Javan Hill came vp with the idea of
a_motocross stunt show. But ﬂ\ey couldnt decide
which idea -’rhe)f liked better, so +¥\e7 settled on a

mixed motocross/’ wres+|ih3 event.




T +hink Euaehe realized i+ was gonha +ake a lot
of work 4o ‘)u“ 50me+"\ih3 like +hat off, so he

dssished it to his Vice President. Hi”ary formed a
Fuhdraisihs Committee and got her friends on the

student council to Join it.

On Mohday, Hillar7/ re\)or'i'ed back o the student
council and said that eVery‘H'\ihs for the event was
?|ahhecl but that the Fuhdraisih3 Committee had
made a few “small c}mhses" +o the original idea.

7y
N

Somehow the motocross/’ wrestling event mor?hed
into a VALENTINE’S DAY dance. Eusehe and
‘H\e o-H-\er 3“}'5 wanted o c}xah\ge it back, but
Mrs. Birch said +¥\e7/ had to respect the decision
of the Fuhdraisihs Committee. Tm sure the 4ruth
is that she wasn+ really crazy about the idea of
motorized Vehicles in the 37lm to beaih with.
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Ever since word got out about the Valentine's Day
dance, its all ahyohe can talk about at school.
The 3ir|s seem rea"y excited, and ﬂwe)/,re treating
it like some sort of middle school prom.

There’s a\ready a Dance Committee, which
Rowley got invited 4o be on since he's +he Social
C\'\air\:ersoh. Tm Just slc\J there's some male
rePreseh‘ha'fioh on ﬂuﬁ committee, because if
+he 35r|s have their way, Krisstina will be +he
entertainment for the hiﬁ)\-’r.

Most of the boys couldnt care less about the
dance. Tve heard a bunch of 3u7/s sayihs +here's
ho way 'Hwe)/’re gohha Pay +hree bucks +o 9o o
a_dance in the school Symhasium. But +hat all
changed earlier this week when the first Cahc}y
Grams got handed out in homeroom.
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The Cah&y Grams are invitations to the Valentine's
Da)/ Jahce, and the Dance Committee started
selling them at lunch the other qu. Tf you pay
+weh+7-{iVe cents, 7/ou can send a Cahcly Gram o
ah)lohe 7/ou want, and Bryce Ahdersoh so-l' ones
from at least five different girls right off the bat.

Dear Bmv&,

It would be “sweet” if
youd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!
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After +he first wave of Cah&y Grams 3o+

Jeh’VereJ, some of the ’Doys who didnt 3e+ ohe 30+
Jealous of the auys who DID. Now all of a sudden

EVERYONE wants to g0 +o the dance because
ho one wants to be lef+ out. So 7es+erda7/ a+t

lunch +here was a big rush on Cahdy Grams.

Like T said ’De{ore, there are more boys +han

girls in my grade this year, and T think a lot of
3u7/s are hervous +he7're hot gonhha end up with a
date to the dance. So most of the boys are acting

rea"y different whenever a 3ir| is around.
At lunch, auys usmlly take s?oom[uls of mashed

potatoes and flick them vp at the ceiling to try
and get them to stick.
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Don+t even ask me WHAT ﬂ'\e)l ?u+ in_the
potatoes that makes them stick like that.

- LA ey K

N

X T cmmes 1. ’l< ;’_’_
N

°GLOP

Sometimes T {or3e+ +o look up before T find a
Place to sit.

The Sirls really hate the mashed potato +Hh3,
and that's w\\y +}\e)/ sit on the other side of the
cafeteria. But now the boy/s know -H\e/re hot
gonna get one of the 3ir|s to go with them to
the dance if ‘ﬂ'\e)/ act like Jerks.
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T can tell i+'s hard for a lot of the ’Doys to be
mature in front of 'H\e 3ir|s. So some 3u7/s are
acting out when there arent am)/ 3ir|s around.

Were in the middle of a basketball unit in P)n)ls
Ed, with the Sirls Pla)/iha on ohe side of the gym
and the {Joys on the other. The other day +his
kid hamed Ahﬂ\oh)/ Renfrew +\'\ou3¥\+ it wouH be
Pre‘Hy fuhhy it he Pah’rsed Daniel Revis when he

was s}woo+ih3 free -H'\rows.

EVeryboJ)l |au3¥\ed except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel 30-1' Ah'ﬂ'\ohy back when he was soihs for
a |q)/uP. After that i+ was a free-for-all, with

eVeryohe Pah-!'sihs eVeryohe else. So ‘l’}\ihss )ane

been AWFUL since then.
107/



Now eVeryohe's so ?arahoid about 3e++ih3 ‘;ah-!'secl

+hat no one will even stand up durihs our

basketball scrimmages.

V/A

%

\

I’Ve even s+c\r+ed weariha two Vc\irs of s}\or‘ts

uhc}er my swea+\>ah+s for extra insurance.

sggg.;;.

— //___

'ﬂ'\ihss have gotten so bad that Vice Prihci‘:al
R°7' came into the gym +oda)/ +o lecture +he bo)/s.
He said this was no |au3}\ih5 matter and that
anyone cqus}\'l' pantsing another student would
be sus?ehclecl.

P A—
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But Vice Prihci‘)al Roy should ve watched where he
was s-l'ahclihs , because some kid snuck under the

bleachers and got him Pre++7/ 5003.

O~N—

Whoever did i+ esca?ed before Vice PrihciPal Ro)/
could catch him. No one knows for sure who i+
was, but the name +¥\e7're usihs for the 3u7/ IS
the Mad Pantser.

iUCde¥

T+s been about a week since -H'\e)/ introduced +hese
Cahcly Grams, and T'm getting a little concerned
that T havent gotten one )/e‘r. T Ve never ﬂuhs
potatoes on the ceiling and T Ve never Pah+sed
anyone in my life, so T dont know what a vy
heeds to do to impress a_girl +hese do?/s.
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T+ seems like eVery 9vy n py homeroom has
soH‘eh a Cahdy Gram. Even Travis Hickey 3o+

one, and he'll eat a crust of pizza out of a trash

can if )Iou SiVe Hm a quqr+er.

Uncle Gary was ‘>|a7/ih3 his computer game in my
room ‘H\e o‘H\er his"ﬂ' ) and I +old Hm about ﬂ'\e
Valentine's Da)l dance and the Cahdy Grams. Believe
it or not, he gave me_some req||7 300& advice.

Uncle Gary told me the best way to get o 3ir|’s
attention is 57/ makih3 )/oursel-F look “unavailable.”

He said what T should do is bu7/ a bunch of
Cahdy Grams and have them all delivered +o
MYSELF so the 35r|s would think T was a rea||7/

hot ?ro‘;er+>/.
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]: \Dro{)a{ﬂy should Ve ‘H\ousxﬁ about +d|kih3 to
Uncle Gary a lot earlier. He's been married

some-l'}'\ihs like four times a|read)/, so !\e)s an

EXPERT on re|a+«'ohs}'\i‘>s.

Yes-l'erclay T bous\ﬁ two dollars’ worth of Cah&y
Grams, and +qu7/ in Nomeroom +\'\e7/ were delivered

‘o me.

HERE'S ANOTHER
ONE FOR GREG
HEFFLEY!

T Jus+ hoPe +his works, because that two bucks

was my lunch mohe.7’.
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B)/ \A]ec‘heséay T'd blown ‘H\rous\\ five dollars )
and T realized if T kept buyihs Cah&y Grams
for mysd-f, T was gonha starve o death. So

T decided 4o ac+ua||7 buy a thd}l Gram for a
GIRL and see how that went.

Yes+erda7 at lunch T bought a Cahdy Gram and
sent it to Adrianne Simpson, who sits three rows
away from me in Ehslish. But T didn* want 4o
risk my whole quarter oh ohe person, so T made

sure I 30+ m7/ mohey,s wor-ﬂ'\.

Dear Adrianne,

%
It would be “sweet” 1f —
you'd go with me to the ¢
Valentine’s Day dance! ¢
©
&3*

P.S. If +he answer is
no, please hand (o
+his +o Julia e
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Adrianne and Julia were both giving me Jir'+7/ looks
when T walked into class today, so T'm assuming
its a no from both of them.

T realized a Cah&y Gram isnt the ONLY way
to ask a sirl to a dance, ﬂ\oug}\. Theres a 3ir|
hamed Leis}mhh Marlow who sits in +he same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for H.’s’rory class. So
T wrote her a note on my desk, and it didn+t

cost me a cent.

Uhfor+um+e|7, T forso-l' +hat after-school
detention is held in the same room as His+or7',
So Some moron Jum\)ed in with an answer before

Len's\mhh even l\ad a c\'\ahce +to read my note.

 Lei i Vugy- Lom by
(Ha Lelshonn- . wgwmﬁ
If you are |oo|<m3 Loighamm.

for someone +o qo
to the dance wi+€., Dear Gre9
Just le+ me know Nes I will go to
by writing back. e dance with You

Gr'eg HeFF‘ley ond QP.S. \:Tll YyoU marry

me ¢
HAR HAR
h& Kiss HAR
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Tm ?re‘H'y nervous, because it seems like +here
arent rea||7/ a lot of 3ir|s lef+ to choose from at
+his point.

One girl who doesnt have a date 7/e+ is Erika
Herhah&ez. S%e J'us+ broke up wi-ﬂw \\er boyfriehd,
this kid named Jamar Law, who is famous in our
schoo| for 3e++ih3 }'\is \'\ead stuck in a c‘mir. ﬂ\e
Janitor even had 1o cut him free with a hacksaw.
T+s in the yedrbook and eVery'ﬁxihs.

Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after
getting his head stuck in-a chairduring Mrs.: Moran’s art class:

Erika is really PreH)/ and hice, so dont ask me
what she was ‘H’\ihkihs when she started soihs out
with a doofus like Jamar.
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She WOULD be a+ the ‘l'o‘: of m7/ lis+ for +he
dance. But Tm worried +hat if -H\ihss worked out
between me and \'\er, lﬁd always be ﬂ\ihkihs about
her ex-boyfriehcl and T wouldnt be able +o get
past it

YOU MAY
NOW KISS
THE BRIDE!

'ﬂ\e Erika Herhahdez situation }ms made me
wonder what other girls mis\'\-f have a Jamar Law
in their past. T+s hard 4o kee‘) track of who
has gohe out with who in my school, and that's
im?or'l'ah‘f information when you're |ookih3 for a
date to the dance. So T drew up a chart to see

}\ow eVeryohe n m)l 3racie 1S cohhed'ed.
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T e still got a lohs way to_go, but here’s +he
ihcom‘)le‘i’e version.

ﬂ'\e person I'm worried about is a boy hamed
Evan Whitehead. Tve heard him brassihs +hat
he's kissed a bunch of different girls in my grade.
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But last week he got sent home from school
because ‘\e ‘\ac} -H-\e c\-\ickeh pox, w%ic\\ I didnt
even know you could still GET anymore. So who
knows HOW many girls Evans infected.

One sirl ]:’m Pre‘H'y sure Eth hever kisseci IS

Julie Webber, because she’s been going out with

Ed Norwell since the fifth 3rade. But The
heard +heir re|c\'h'othP is a little s}\aky +hese
Jq)/s, so L'm gonha do what T can to %eIP sPeed

+§'\ihss d|oh3. /'/Y—.OU CAN“D-C;\\
i BETTER !
o \mAN HM /

- B
.
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iUCde¥

Uncle Gary told me that if T want a girl o go
+to 'H-\e dance with me, I’m gohha )\c\Ve +o ask her
face-to-face. T Ve been +r7/ih3 +o avoid ‘H’\d‘l’, but
T +hink he's probably right.

‘n\ere)s a sirl hamed Pey'i'oh E“is w)no I‘Ve alwa)ls
kihd of )naci a crus}'\ on, ahd w\'\eh I Saw "\er
drihkihs from the water fountain )/es-l'erda)/,

T stood there and waited ?a+ieh+|7 for her o
finish. But Pe71+oh mustVe seen me out of the
corner of her eye and realized T was gonna ask
her o the dance, so she Jus+ ke?+ drihkihg and
drihkihs while T stood there like a Jo?e.

EVeh+ue\||7/, +he bell rang and we both had +o g0

+o class.
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T barel7/ know Pefi’oh, so maybe it was a bad idea
to +r7 and ask her anyway. T realized T should
Probaﬂ)l stick with girls who Tve got some kind of
a_connection with. The first person +o come to mind

was Beﬂmhf Breen, my lab partner in Science.

But T don+ think Tve made such a 3003
impression_on Beﬂmhy. We're in the middle of our

aha-l'omy unit, and for the Pns+ few Ja?/s we Ve

been Jissec*h’hs fross. Tm really sc{ueamis)n when
it comes to that sort of thing, so T just let

Be‘l'\'mh)/ do the Jissed’iha while T stand on the
other side of the room 'h')lihs hot to throw up-

Seriously, 'Hwoua}\, in this dd}’ and age T dont
know w\'\y were still cwtting open fross to see
what's inside them.
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iLSOmebon;tellsfme;thette,’sfafheat:tahdfihﬂtesﬂfihesf
inside a frog, Tm willing to take their word for it.

T was Pre‘Hy }\aﬂ))/ T got Paired up with
Be‘ﬂwah)/ as lab partners. T remember back in
elemeh‘fary school, whenever a teacher Picked a boy
and a sirl to do some‘l’}\iha +03e+}\er, all ‘H\e o‘l’\\er
kids would g0 CRAZY.

WOULD PETER
AND LISA PLEASE
CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

wWOO
WOOOOO!

When T got Pickecl +o be lab partners with
Beﬂwahy, I was ho?ihs for some kind of reaction
from the rest of the class. But T quess eVeryohe’s
outgrown that stuff.
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- - —————— - -
-~ _\

7 "WOO WOO,”
\ RIGHT, GUYS?

\ l
-----------------

Even -H'\ous}'\ T havent am\)resseJ Beﬂmh)/ with
ry dissection skills, T s+ill ‘H’\oua"ﬁ' T mi3¥\+

have a shot with her. T dont want 4o bras or
ah)/-l’}\ihs, but T HAVE been a Pre++7l hilarious

lab partner.
LOOK AT ME!
HEE HEE HEE!

C
C

At the end of the Jay 7es+ercia7/ , T walked up
to Be‘ﬂmh)l when she was 3e+h'h3 her coat out
of her locker.

121



T admit T was a li+tle nervous ‘l’alkihﬁ +o her
even ‘ﬂ\ous"\ we sPehJ for+7/-«fiVe minutes eVery
Ja)/ as lab partners. But before T got a single
word out, I started ‘H’\ihkihs about the {ross.
So T dont think it’s gonhha work out between me
and her.

= —GAG GAG
GAG

Las+ hi3¥\+ when T was telling Uncle quy about
what )naﬂ;ehed at school, he said my ?roHem

is that T'm ‘h"yihs to do this on my own and T
heed a "wihsmah" to }\elv me look 300& in front of

+he 35r|s so its easier to ask one out.

Well, T +hink Row|e7' would be o PERFECT

wingman for me, because he makes me look 3ood

\jUS‘l’ 57' beihe himsel{.
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Toc}ay T asked Rowle)/ +o be my wihgmanh, but he
didnt rea|l7/ understand the concept. So T +old
Kim i+'s Jus+ like beihs rv?/ cqm‘)aish manhager, but
for the dance.

Rowley said mqybe we could be EACH OTHER's
wihgmah and \\ely each other get a date 4o the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
at a time. T feel like we need to get my
situation taken care of 'firs+, because 3e+h'h3
Rowley a date to the dance could end up beihg
a_long-term project.
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We gave +he wingman ‘H\ihs a trial run at lunch, but
T think there’s still a lot of room for im?rovemeh-l'.

I HEARD GREG
HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.

”]Ul’de¥

On the walk home from school ‘l'odo?/, Rowley +told
me he heard from a 3ir| on the Dance Committee
+hat A|)lssa Grove Just broke vp with her

boyfn'ehd and is |ookih3 for a date to the dance.

See, thats EXACTLY w\'\y T made Row|e7/ my
wingman. A'yssa is one of the most ?o?ular sirls
n m7' sc\\ool, so 1 was- gohha \'\aVe +o act quick
before one of +he other Soobers n m7' class got
+o her.
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When T 30‘&' home T called Alyssa,s humber ris‘\‘l’
away , but no one was -H\ere. 'ﬂ\e ahsweriha mac\\ihe
Picked vp rea"?/ fast, and the next +\'\ih3 T knew

T was Ieavihs a_message.

UM...YES... THIS IS
GREG HEFFLEY
SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I™ CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

T hit +he "Pouhc}" ke)/ on the P‘\ohe so 1 could
Je|e+e rv?l message th} start over. But rv?' secohd
message wash+ that 3rea+, either.

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND T'™ TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN..




T mustve recorded +weh+7/ messages, because T
wanted fo get it just right. But Rowley was in
the room with me frying to stay completely silent,
and whenever T looked at him T Just com\ale+e|7
lost i+.

HELLO, THIS IS
I GREG HEFFLEY AND

DN l BWAH H
] A A

N -

After a while me and Rowley were just +o+a||7
}\avihs fun ahd Soofihs arouh&.

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND IT™
CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARF?

VAN

S
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T knew there was no way T could leave a serious
message while Rowley was a+t my house, so T
deleted +he last one and h’“ﬁ up the ‘:%ohe. T
{isured T mi3¥\+ as well just wait until tomorrow
mornhing and talk o Alyssa in_persoh.

But what T didnt know was that hitting the
"\Douhd" key didnt delete rv?/ messages oh the
Groves Voice mail sys+em +he wqy it does on ours.
So after dinner ‘l'ohis\'ﬁ there was a knock on
the door, and it was A|7/ssa’s father.

Mr. Grove told Dad that me and my friend had
lef+ +weh+7/ Prahk messages on his machine and
that he'd appreciate it if we never called his

}'\ouse asaih.

Soe T guess Tm gohha have to scratch Alyssa
off my lis+.
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Uncle Gary told me if T really want 4o send the
ris\ﬁ siahc\ls +o 3ir|s at school, T mis*ﬁ consider
uPJa-h'hs my wardrobe. He said that weadring a

hew shirt or hew shoes alwa)/s makes him feel more

cohficieh‘h and it misH' work for me, too.

The -H\ihs is, T rea")/ dont HAVE a lot of new
clothes. T4 say about 90% of eVer)Iﬂ\iha T wear
is a hand-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would say
that’s an exaggeration, but all you have to do is
check the tags in m7/ underwear for Proo{.

— —— — ——— ———— — — —— ——
——— ——

\\\
-~ — -
—— ———
T —— -

T never really cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle Gc\ry has me woh&erihs if my wardrobe

is }xolcliha me back.
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This weekend T asked Mom if we could g0 out and
get me some hew jeans and shoes so T could rea|l>/
look Shdt’? at school, but the minute T said it T

wished T could take it back.

Mom gave me a long s?eech about how kids in
middle school focus too much on appearances, and
how if we S\Deh'l* half the time on academics that we
do on Jecidiha what o wear, our couh‘h")/ wouldnt
be ranked +weh+7/-1(hf+¥\ in the world in math.

T shouldve known Mom wouldnt run ris)n‘f out
and buy me a whole bunch of new clothes. Th
fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started a
Pe‘h"ﬁoh ‘)ushihs for school uniforms because shed

read some article that said kids who wear uvniforms

clo better in aco\dem’cs.




Luckily, she didnt 3e+ ehoua\\ siaha‘l‘ures , but
word got around that my mom was the one who
started the school uniform petition, and there was
a stretch of a few weeks where T had to wait a
half hour at the end of each clay before it was
safe to walk Nome.

/.,

Since Mom wouldnt take me out clothes s%o??ihs,
I decided to start Pokihs around the house to
see if there was ah)/ﬂ\ihg cool T could wear.

I started b}l soihs +¥\rou3¥s Rodrick’s dresser
Jrawers, but I dont +Hhk we N\Ve +he same
taste w"\eh it comes to c|o+\\es.
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Uncle quy told me T should look in Dad’s closet,

because sometimes grown-ups have "vih‘hase"
stuff that looks cool. TVve never seen Dad wear
ahyﬂ\ihs cool in my whole life, but T was willing
to give it a +r7/.

Tm slad Uncle Gary gave me +hat 'h'P, because
believe i+ or not, T found EXACTLY what T was

|ookih3 for in the back of Dad’s closet.

v
v,
2.
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22
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z
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-
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T+ was o BLACK L EATHER JACKET. Tle

hever seen Dad wear it, so I fisured he mustve

bous}\‘l' it before T was born.

T had no idea Dad owned ah)/-ﬂ'\ihs +hat cool, and
it kind of made me see him in a whole new |53"\+.

‘|I I,
I"""llmmmuml|||||||||m|mlll“'

T \Du+ it on and went downstairs. Dad seemed
Pre++7l svr?rised to see his old leather Jacke‘k,
and he said he bous}ﬁ it back when he was first
dorh'hs Mom.
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1 askec} Dad if 1 coulc} borrow i, ahJ }\e sai& l'\e
didnt need i+ anymore so it was OK by him.

Uhfor+uha+el7/, Mom wasnt on board with the
idea. She said the chke‘r was way too expensive
for a middle school student to wear and +that T
mis)n‘l' Jamse it or lose it.

A

T +old her that wasn+ fair, because it was Just
sitting in the closet gathering dust, so it didnt
reaH)/ matter if someﬁ\ihs }\q\)\)ehed +o it. But
Mom said the Jacke-l' sent the "wrohs messase" and
‘ﬂ'm'l‘, besides, it wasnt a winter coat. So she +old
me to put it back in the upstairs closet.
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But when T was in the shower +his morning, T
Just couldnt stop -H-\ihkihs about how awesome it
would be to wear that ﬂ\ihs to school. T knew T
could Probably sheak it out of the house and put it
back in the closet later without Mom even hoticing.

So while she was feedihs Mahhy breakfast, T
went upstairs, Srabbec} +he Jacket and sliPPeJ
out the front door.

HERE COMES ©vV—=
THE AIRPLANE! 4|fo

J

The first +¥\ih3 T have +o say is, Mom was ris}ﬁ
about the Jc\cke+ not beihs a winter coat.
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That ‘l'}xiha didnt have any sort of lihihs, and
\-\alfway to school T was starting to rea||7/ regret

M)l c}ecisioh.

CHATTER
CHATTER
. * . .

M)/ 3|oVes were in my winter coat at home, and

rv?l hands were FREEZING. So T shoved them
in the ?ocke+s of the Jacke‘h but +here was

some'ﬂ'\ihs n eac\\ one.

There was a really cool pair of aviator suhslasses
in one of the ?ocke+s, so that was a bonus. Tn
+¥\e o+}\er ‘H\ere was one of +¥\ose Pich;re s+n'Ps
7/ou 3e+ at a ‘J"\o‘i‘o booth in the mall.
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At first T didnt recoghize +he ?eoyle in the
picture, but then T realized i+ was Mom and Dad.

T really wish T hadn* seen that ris)n+ after
ea+ih3 breakfast.
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When T 30‘1' to scl'\ool, eVery head turned in m)l
direction as T walked down the \'\allway.

—_

Tn fact, T got so much attention that T
decided to kee‘) +he J'qcke-l' on the rest of the
Jay. T fel+ like a whole new person in homeroom.

A few minutes before the bell rang to start +he
Jn)/, +here was a loud khockihs on the little
window in the door.
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T Jus+ about had a heart attack when T saw who

it was.
! . .

When the teacher o?ehed the door, Mom walked
s+rm'3¥\+ to my desk and made me hand over Dad’s
leather Jc\ckﬁ in front of eVeryohe.

T +old Mom i+ was too cold outside for me to
walk home without a Je\cke-h so she gave me HER

winter coat to wear.
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imast&;l'ooJm\l?yfabouiﬁheJifl'ua:ﬁon,iw:ta:l'
least T was warm on the wa7/ home.

Wedhesda?z

B)/ now eVeryboJY at school has heard about the
vy whose Mom made him wear her winter coat. So

+his is gonha make it a lot harder for me 4o find
a date to the dance.

|

=] == =IE=EIL=IE=
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That's why Tve decided r'?/ best shot is o take
someone who DOESN’T go to my school o the
dance. And T +hink T've found the Per{ed ?lace
+o look: church.

TVe heard that the students at +he church school
think the kids who 90 +to Public school are Pre'H'y
+ou3h. So whenever T run into one of my friends

at church, T make sure 4o \7|a7 it real cool in
front of the church kids.

Recehﬂ)/, Mom has become friends with Mrs.
S+rih3er at church because +}\e)/ both worked on
the Fall Fair Committee.
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ﬂ'\e S+rih3ers l\aVe +wo kiJs wl'\o 90 +o ﬂ\e c}wrc}\
school, a b°7' hamed Wesley and a sirl named
Laurel. Tve never ac-l’uall)l seen \»Jes|e7, so he must
be down in the basement with +he other little kids
durihs c}xurd\.

MR. LAUREL MRS.
STRINGER  STRINGER STRINGER

A few his\'\'fs ago Mom ihvi‘l'ed ﬂ-\e whole 5+rih3er
{dmﬂ)/ over to our house for dinner this Frida)/.

T think she’s ho\)ihs Mahhy and \rJes|e)/ will_click

and Mahhy can be friends with a real live person

{or once.

But T can see a real oV?oﬁuhH}/ here for ME.
Lavrel is in my grade, and she’s better looking
than most of the girls in my class. So this dinner
could really d’\dhse my fortunes.

1



riga
Mom spent a |oh3 time getting +he house reaJy

before +¥\e 5+rih3ers came over, and w}\eh I +ook
a look around, T realized T'd better ?i-l'c}\ in, “oo.

There were embarrassihs 'H\ihss all over the
\9|ace. For starters, we still had our Christmas
tree up in the |ivih3 room. 1+ was 4oo much work
to dismantle i+, so me and Dad Jus+ shoved it in
+he garage.

O DOINK |/G

v

There were dia‘:ers +a‘>eJ on all +he corners of
our fdrvu'l?/ room furniture that were lef+ over from
when Mom bc\b)/-‘:roo{ed +he Nouse after Mahhy

started crawh'hg.
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She used Packihs tape o hold +he dia?ers n
P|ace , and THAT wasnt easy to get off.

Uncle Gdry was on ‘H\e couc)n n ‘H’\e fam'l)l room
-hakihs d hap, so we Jus+ covered him with a sheet
and \'\o‘)ed hobody would want to sit there.

Next was the kitchen. There’s a bulletin board on
the wall with different certificates and ribbons
+that Mom has 3.'Veh us kids over the years.
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EVery‘H\ihe with my name on it is reall)l lame, so
T +4ook it off the wall and \\s& it in the ?ah‘l'ry.

‘ “gOOC{B eg

aAcwaw{

Q‘Comewor& @ithout Tears

1s hereby given to T

_ﬂﬂzﬂ; lcan k<
0“_%4_1&_ dresl??”
or 0 myself! [T,
Lhagetye
N NANANAN
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).

e
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B}/ +)ne +ime H’\e S+rih3ers s)nowed up, we'd +aken
care of all the ma \jor stuff. But the visit got off
1o a really s\\aky star+. You remember how T said
Mahhy was afraid of some kid at church who acted
like a Vam?ire? Well, it 4urns out that kid was
\f\les|e7/ Stringer.




So any ho?e Mom had of Mdhh)l makihg a hew
friend was comP|e+e|7 out the window. Mann
skiﬂ)ed dinner and sPeh+ the rest of the hisiﬁ
Hdihs in his bedroom, which T wish T couldve
done, because Mom made a fahcy meal to impress

our 3ues+s.

T+ was cream of mushroom chicken with asparagus
on top. T know asparagus.is suP?oseJ +o be reqlly
3003 for )Iou ) but 4o me it's like kr7/?+ohi+e.

T didn*t want o look uhSOPHS'h'cq‘i’eJ in front
of Laurel, ‘H\oush , so L decided o Jus+ close m)l
eyes, Plus my nose, and choke it down.

The grown-ups talked about Poli-h'cs and stuff
+hat wasnt all +hat inferesting, and me and
Laurel Just had o sit there and listen.
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Mom +old Mrs. S‘l'rihaer‘ about some fahcy
restavrant she goes o with Dad when +\'\e7/ have
a "date h53¥\+," and Mrs. S+rih3er said that she
and her husband can never go out for dinner

on weekends because Laurel is alwc\)/s off doihs
something with friends and +\'\e7l cant find a
reliable bab7/55++er for \/Jesley.

T +old Mrs. S‘h‘ihser +hat if ‘H\e)' ever nheed a
babysiﬁer, -H-xe)/ should call ME.

T fisured *s a way to get in 3005 with the
Stringers and get ?m'cl Joihs it. Mom liked +he
idea, too, and she said bab)/siﬁihs would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. Stringer seemed
Pre-H)/ Em?ressed, and s’ne asked if I was free
tomorrow, so 1 told her T was.
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T dont want to get too far ahead of myself
\'\ere, but T'm sure one de Tl be si‘Hihs around
with the S+rih3ers on ’ﬂmhksgivihe and we’ll all be
|c\u3¥\ih3 about how T used 4o babysH my brother-
in-law, Wesley, when T was in middle school.

Sd‘l’urdd?[

Tohis\'ﬁ Mom Jro‘)PeJ me off at the S+rih3ers’
house at+ 6:30.

Mrs. S+rih3er said Laurel had already gone to a
friend’s ‘\ouse, whic’n kind of s-hmk, because I was

‘\oPihs 1 mish‘r 3e+ to see her for a few minutes
and talk to her about the dance.
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Mrs. S+rih3er said T should put \«\lesley to bed at
8:00 and that +¥\e7/'d be home around 9:00. She
told me T could watch TV until ‘H\e)/ got home

and o helv myself to ahyﬂwiha in the fri&ae.

~

After Mr. and Mrs. S+rih3er lef+, i+ was Just
me and \r\lesley. T asked Wesley if he wanted to
P|a7/ a board game or 50me+\\ih3 like that, but he
said he wanted to go out in +he garage and get

his bike.
L[|
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T +old him i+ was +oo cold to ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted to ride i+ INSIDE. The
S+rih3ers have a really nice house, and T was
Pre‘H'y sure +¥\e7/ didnt want Wesley scra‘l'c*\ihs up
+heir hardwood floors. So T +old him we needed +o
find someﬂ'\ihs else to do.

Wesley had a \'\use fi+. After he calmed down he
told me he wanted to color instead. T asked him
where his colorihs stuff was, and he said it was in
+he |auhc}r7/ room. But when T went 4o get it, T
heard the latch on the door lock behind me.

CLICK

-

ﬂ'\eh I }\eard *H\e garage Joor open, and -l'\'\e
hext +Hh3 T knew \Alesley was ridihs around the
kitchen on his bike.
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T Pouhc}ed on the door for him o let me out, but
he Jus+ iahored me.

gWOCK

Next T heard the basement door opeh, and then
a rumbhhs sound followed 57/ a HUGE crash. T
could hear \rJes|e>/ cryihs at the bottom of +he
stairs, and T started 4o ?ahic because i+ sounded
like he was reall)/ hurt.

RUMBLE
RUMBLE

RUMBLE

CRASH
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But then \/\lesley calmed down, and T could hear
him Jrassihs his bike back up +o the +o‘> of the
stairs. Then he rode down the stairs and crashed
at the bottom AGAIN, followed b}/ MORE. +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T +ell you +his went
on for an hour and a half. T *H'\ous\'\‘l' \fs]es|e>/
would wear Hmself out, but }\e hever did. I
remembered that the 5+rih3ers said 'H'\e)/ couldnt
find a babysiﬁer for \/Jesley, and now that was
starting o make a lot of sense.

RUMBLE
RUMBLE
‘UH'LI

T fisureé T was gohha have o Puhish \/Jesley

for |ockih3 me in the |auhdry room onhce 1. got
out of +}\ere. \I\“’\(ﬁ' "\e DESERVED was a 3004

S\Dahkihs, but T fisured +hat Probdbly wouldn+
ﬂ)/ with the Stringers.
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T decided T4 3&Ve Wesle7l a_time-out, because
+hat's what my parents a|wa)/s did when T
misbehaved as a little kid. Tn fact, when T was
li+He T even got time-outs from RODRICK.

_lf.ﬂ.\ —

ﬂ'\e -H\ihs IS, I }\ad no idea Rodrick didn%
ac+ua||7 have the AUTHORITY 4o give me
+ime-outs. Ahd 1 cant ell 7’00 "\ow Mh)’ "\ours 1
|033ed in that time-out chair when Rodrick was
babysiﬁihs me.




One +ime T was 'ﬂ\r‘owiha a ball in the house
while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T
acci&eh'hally knocked over a wecHihs P\'\O'fo of Mom
and Dad. Rodrick gave me a half-hour time-out
for THAT one.

When Mom and Dad got home, H\e)/ saw the
broken Vidure and asked which one of us had
done it. T +old them it was me but that +l\e7
didn* need 4o SEVe me a ?uhis\\meh-f, because I’A
already gotten a time-out from RODRICK.,
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But Mom said +he ohly people who could hand
out Puhis\\meh‘l's were her and Dad, so T ended
up serving a DOUBLE +time-out for breaking
+hat picture.

N \

o

\
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T 'ﬁsureé \/\]es|e7l deserved a TRIPLE +ime-out
for |ockih3 me in the lavndry room. But i+ was
se‘H'ihs Pre++7/ late, and 1 knew i+ would look
bad if the Stringers came home and T was still
locked inside.

So T started |ookih3 for another way out. There
was a spare freezer Hockihs a door to the back
deck, so T Pushed with all my mis}\-l' and gave
myseh[ Just ehoug}\ room to squeeze ‘H‘\rous\'\ and
open the door.
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T+ was reall)/ cold outside, and T was oh‘yl

wearihs a T-sh’r-f ahd \mh-ks. I +ried +o open
the front door, but it was locked.

T decided if T was gohha catch this kid off
3uar<1 ’ T4 need the element of SUrPrise. So

T walked around the house and tried all the
windows on the first floor until T found one

that was unlocked. T then ?us)\ed it open and

crawled inside.




T landed headfirst in someone’s bedroom, and after
T looked around T realized i+ must be Laurels.
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Like T said, it was -freezihs cold outside, so T
needed to warm up before going after \I\ICS‘C}’. But
T really regret +akih3 a few minutes to do that,

because in the time T was in Laurel’s room, Mr.

and Mrs. 5+rih3er came home.




HoPefully, we can all have a 3003 chuckle about
+his s+or7/ at some future T}\ahkssiviha, too. But
T +think i+'s gonha be a while before Mr. Stringer
is ready to |au3¥\ about this one.

Wedhesda?(

After Howiha my chances with Laurel 5+rih3er,
T \Dre++7/ much gave up on fihclihs someonhe o
take to the dance. T+ ohly +hree days away,
and by now everyone who's going is alread

Pm’red vp with someone else. So T fiaurecl T4 be
sVehJiha Sa‘ruréqy his\'ﬁ' at home Playihs video

N\
YPS e

games b)/ myself.

-
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But 7es+erda)l Rowley gave me some hews after

one of his Dance Committee mee-h'hss +hat
changed EVERYTHING.
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He said Abiaail Brown was upset Jurihs +he
mee’rihs because the ’007/ she was soihs wH'}\,
Michael Sam‘)soh, has a family oblisaﬁoh and had
+o cancel on her. So now Abisaﬂ has a dress and
ho ohe to go o the dance with.

ﬁ S
Sy

So the stage is set for me to swoop in and be
the hero. T +old Row|e7/ +his was his bis chance
‘o come ‘H‘\rous"\ as m7' wihsmah and "\ook me up

with Abigm' l.

The -H\ihs is, Abisqil doesn+ rec\||7l know me, and
T kind of doubted shed go to the dance with a
person she doesnt know. So T +old Row|e7/ he
should +ell Abisail the three of us could go to the
dance TOGETHER as a "3rou? of friends.”

Rowley seemed 1o like that idea because he's been
Joihs all this work on the Dance Committee and
didnt have ahyohe to g0 wi'ﬂ'\, either.
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T ﬁeureé the three of us could 90 out to Aihher,
and at the restavrant Abisail would get fo see
what a sred+ suy T was. B}/ the time we 3o+ to

the dance, wed walk in as a cou‘vle.

The ohly ProHem was that wed need a RIDE. T

wash+ about to ask Mom for one, because the
seats in our minivan are crusted with old Cheerios
and God knrows what else. Plus, }\aviha Mom c\loh3
on my date could be a total disaster.

IT SEEMS LIKE
IT WAS JUST
YESTERDAY
THAT GREG WAS
IN DIAPERS!

T knewif T really wanted o impress Abisail,
T4 need to rent a limo, but those things cost a
FORTUNE. ﬂ-\eh I \'\qd an iclea.

159



Rowle/s dad has a rea||7 hice car, so 1 figured we
could get HIM +o drive us. Abisail wouldnt even

have to know Mr. Jefferson was Rowley's dad. Tf
we didnt say ah)/-ﬂxiha, shed Jus+ +hink he was a
Professiohal driver. Maybe Tl even get him one of
those hats chavffeurs wear, to rea||7 sell the idea.

£

B
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Of course, we wouldnt be able +o say ahy’r’nihs to
MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of
}\aVe a bad \\is-fory, and 1’m sure \'\e wouldh"l’ be
|ookih3 +o do me dh)/ extra favors.

‘n\ihas started fa"ihs into ?lace +odq7. Rowley
talked to Abisail, and she likes the whole "srou\)
of friends’ idea. Ah& on +0\> of ‘l'}\od’, Mr.
Jefferson aareed to drive us to the dance.
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So how L'm kee?ihs my fihsers crossed that
hoﬂxihs will \-\aﬂ)eh between now and Sa+ur&a7/
hia}ﬁ ‘o screw -H-u'hss up-

riga

T told Uncle Gary about the dance, and he seems
even more excited about it than T am. He wanted
to know all the details, like how many ?eoyle were
gonha be there and if 'H'\ey hired a DJ. But T
didnt know the answers to his c{ues+iohs, because
Rowley's the one on the Dance Committee and
that stuff is kind of in his depar-tmeh-h

T was more focused on {ihdiha someﬂ\ihs to
WEAR. Uncle Gary told me if T req||7' want to
impress my date, T should wear a suit. T went in
Rodrick’s closet and found a suit that he ac+ua||7/
wore to one of Uncle Gary's weddings.
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T couldnt find dh)l coloahe in Rodrick’s Juhk
drawer, but I DID find a bottle of that body

spray +¥\e7/'re always aJVer-HsihS on TV. T was

a little nervous about usihs e ‘H\oush y because if
+hat stuff rea|l7 works like +he7/ say in the ads,
+hen tomorrow his\'ﬁ could be a hish’rmare.

M}/ Great Uncle Bruce ?assed away few years
490, and I knew we ha& a box wiﬂ\ some of \\is
Persohal stuff in the garage. T found a bottle of
his cologne and tried a little on my wrist.

T+ made me smell exac+|7/ like Great Uncle Bruce,
but I {isure its safer ‘ﬂ'\ah usihs ‘H‘\cﬁ' l)od)/ s?rqy.
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T even asked Dad 4o +ake me +o the 3rocer>l
store, where T ’Dous}ﬁ a box of those Valentine’s
chocolates for Abisail. T never shouldve taken
+he cello\)}\nhe off the box, -H\ouak, because T ve
alread)/ helved m7'se|f to the buttercreams, peanut

clusters, and caramels.

HoPe-fully, Abiaail likes the coconut chocolates
and the ones that taste like +oo+¥\\>as+e, because
that’s all that's rea")/ left at +his point.

Sd'i’urda?(

Tohia)rﬁ was the hish'l’ of the bis Valentine's Do?/
dance, and it got off 0 a REALLY rous\\ start.
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When T went over +o Rowley’s house o 3e+
reacly, T noticed he had little red bum‘;s on his
face that looked like mosquito bites. But then T
realized what +hose spots were: CHICKEN POX.

VAN
.

-~

E ver since Evan Whitehead showed vp at school
with chicken pox a few weeks ago, its been
spreading like wildfire in my class.

'ﬂ\is ?as+ week {four boys were sent \'\ome b}l +\\e
school nurse. Tm Pre‘Hy sure one of those 307'5

was +}\e Mad Pc\h‘l'ser, because -H\ere }\quh)-k been
“hf Pah+sih3 incidents since Tuesclay.
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Tve heard chicken pox are SUPER contagjous,
and whenever a kid gets +hem, -H-\ey’re not allowed
+o come back to school for a week. But T couldnt
afford +o have Rowley out of commission for even
one NIGHT. He was my ride to the dance, and

T knew that if KNis mom and dad didnt let him
90, then T couldnt 90, either.

T +old Rowley he had the chicken pox, bt T
Probabl)/ should ve broken +he news to him slowl)/

instead of all at once.

Rowley was gohnhd go s+rai3\~s+ downstairs and ell
his parents, but T 4old him to calm down and wed
'Fiaure ﬂ\is out +ose‘ﬂ'\er.
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T said if he could Just get ﬂ\roue}\ +he hia*ﬁ
without +el|ih3 ahyohe , T'd owe him for the rest
of my life. All he needed 4o do was cover vp his
chicken pox and not make a bi3 stink 4o his
Parerﬁs. We'd both go to +he dance and have a

srecﬁ' +ime, and no one would even }'\GVe to know.

But Row|e)/ was too freaked out to think
s+rai3)n+, and T had to 35Ve him two coconut
chocolates o quie‘l' him down.

Now +ha+ Rowley knew he had the chicken pox,
he was going CRAZY with the i+c\\ih3. So T
3o+ some socks out of his dresser and PU+ +hem

on his hands.
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T \[iaured Rowle)l's mom_and dad Probablr knew
what chicken pox looked like and we had +o find
a way +o cover +them up- So we went into his
Pareh-%s’ bathroom and looked +}\rou3}\ his Momss
mkeu? kit 4o see if there was ahfﬂ'\iha we could
use. 1 found some stuff called "cohcealer," and
+that sounded about rie\'ﬁ to me.

T used a little brush T found in a drawer and
+hen tried 4o cover up +he Problem aredas on

Rowley's face.

7NN

But you could +o+a||)/ tell +hat Rowley was wedring

mkeu‘;. So T srabbecl a silk scarf from the
top of Mrs. Jeffersons dresser and told Row|e7/
to ‘?U+ it on and cover vp around his mouth.

ﬂ\eh I hoticed he had a few ch’ckeh pox oh his
FOREHEAD, so I found a beach hcﬁ n Hs mom §
closet and had him put that on, +oo.
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Tm not gonha say Rowle)l looked +o+a|l7/ normal,
but at least you couldnt tell he had the chicken pox.

T kind of held my breath when we got into +he
car, but T +hink Mr. Jefferson Just ‘l’\'wua}ﬁ
Rowley's getup was some kind of middle school
fashion +)nih3, and he didnt say a word.

When j: oPehed +¥\e back door to 3e+ n, j: was
?re++7/ sw‘\)riseé to find Row|e7/'s old booster seat
+akih3 up- ohe of the s‘;o+s.
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T asked Rowley w)ny he still had a booster seat in
his dad’s car, and he said -H\e/ \jus+ hever +ook i+
out once he got bis ehoush for +he re3u|ar seat.
But come to ﬂ\ihk of i+, I,Ve a|wa7/s ﬂ'\ouS‘ﬁ
Rowley seemed a little too +all whenever he drove
57/ with his family.

B < =

T knew we had to take that +\\ih3 out before we
went +to Pick up Abisail , because a limo comPahy

would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.
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But )lou needed to be some kind of an engineer to
fiaure out how 1o undo the c|as? on that -H\ihs.
+hat point we were alreac})f late Pickihs vp

Abigail, so we had o Just leave it.

When we Pu“ed into Abisail’s drEVeway, T asked
Mr. Jefferson 4o honk the horn to let her know

we were ‘H\ere.

But Mr. Jefferson wouldnt ‘\ohk 'H\e "\orh )
because he said that's no way to treat a "|ad)/."
He said one of us was gohha have o 90 to her
front door and “escort’ her.

Rowle)/ started o get out, but T realized this

was m7/ bis chance +o make a 300& first imPressioh
oh Abisail. So T walked up to +he house and
khocked on ‘H’\e door.
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.} kNock

KNOCK
KNOCK

But Abiaail didnt come 1o the front door—her
DAD did. /-\Warerﬁly, Mr. Brown is a state

+roo?er ,-or he Jus+ likes c}ressihs vp like one.

7”—

- \
. Yr

Mr. Brown said Abiadil was upstairs getting ready
and shed be down in a minute.
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He told me o come inside and have a seat while

T waited. T+ felt like we were sitting +here an
HOUR waiting for Abisail +o come downstairs,
and T really didnt like the look of the handcuffs
Mr. Brown had on his bel+.

g 4

N

T \fimlly decided this was way +oo much stress for
a Valentine's Day dance and was read)l to bail out.
But ris}ﬁ as T went o leave, Abism'l came down

the stairs.
° '//.//lm ’li'ﬁn\‘
W/
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The first thing T noticed was that Abigail was
wearing a really VOO'F)' dress, and T knew there
was nho wa7/ +he three of us were gonhna fit in
the backseat of Mr. Jefferson’s car. But there

was ho way T was sitting in Row|e/s booster

seat, either, so T volunteered o ride up front.
Besides, T knew Mr. Jefferson had heated
front seats, so T figured T mi@\\‘l’ as well take
aJVah‘l‘ase of that.

I

£

Mr. Jefferson had a Pile of papers in +he
passenger seat because T guess he was ?|thih3 on
doing his taxes or something while he was waiting
for us at ﬂ-\e Jahce.

T+ was too much of a hassle to move all that
stuff, so T decided o Jus+ }'\0\‘) in the wa7/ back
of the car so we could 3e+ on with the hia}ﬂ'.
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Abisail didnt seem too bothered {571 +he fact that
Rowley was sitting in a booster seat, and T'm
Pre‘H)/ sure she -H\oush'f he was Just Joihs it as
a J'oke.

HEE HEE

But humor is kind of MY thing, and T wasnt
about 4o let Row‘ey steal my +hunder.

----------------
~~.
~,

-
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{ BEING FUNNY
% ON PURPOSE! ,

’
/
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-
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T+ 30+ kind of quie+ in the car, so T asked

Mr. Jefferson if he could turn on the radio. But
instead of \Du++ih3 on some music, }'\e tuned in to
some bon'hs talk radio station, and thats what we
had 4o listen 4o for the rest of the ride.
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S‘arisso’s was a LOT fancier than T ‘l’}\ouah‘t

it would be. When we walked in, the host +old
us this was an "uPscale establishment” and that

3eh+|emeh were required to wear sports Jacke‘l's.

But there was no way T was gohha wear m7' di
suit Jacke-f, so 1 asked the host if he could

J'us+ make an exce\ﬁioh +his one time. He said he
couldnt but that the restavrant had spare sports
Jacke‘fs T could borrow. The one he gave me was a
little big, but T put it on anyway.




When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell

and tried to -Fisure out where i+ was coming from.
Then T realized i+ was coming from ME. T guess
+hat loaner Jacke-f had been used {)7 a hundred
different ?eovle without ever beiha washed.

T didnt want to smell like Somebodyl else’s bocly
odor Jurihs Jihher, so 1 excused myself to 90 +to
the bathroom and scrubbed the sports Jacke‘k,s
underarms wiﬂ\ soap and water, +}\eh dried +\\em

with the hand erer.
¥

E )\l Roch
— I (2.)@

J\
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Well, +hat Jus+ made it WORSE, because the
heat activated the B.O. and it sPreaJ.

That was it for me. T +old Abisail and Rowley
+his Place was for ?hohies and we should Just
take off.

T left my jacket with the host at the front,
and the three of us walked out +he door. T said
mybe we should Just skiP dinner and 90 r@ﬁ to
the dance, but Abisaﬂ said she was really \whar)/,
and Row|e7/ said HE was starving, too.
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The ohly other restauvrant in the area was Comy's,
and T +old +them +here was no way T was going
THERE. But Rowley said he rea”y likes the
dessert bar at Corhy's, and Abiaail said that
sounded 3005 4o her.

T was rea”)/ starting to regret }mvihs Row|e7/
alohs on this date, because if all he was gonha do
was take Abigm’l's side, Td get outvoted eVery
single time. But T didnt want to make a bis deal
about it in the middle of my date, so T just bit
my lip and we walked three blocks 4o Corhy‘s.

Luckily, T remembered about the tie issve before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
in._my back Vocke+ at the last second.
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But T didnt have time o warn Rowle)l, SO0 _how
his tie is a permanent part of +he Wall of Shame.

CARE OF THAT —
FOR YA, PARDNER!

O; LET ME TAKE

Corhy’s was a total ZOO. M)/ farm’ly usm"y goes

on a weekhisH’, but it's a whole different scene on
a Sa+urcla7/.

7




’ﬂ\e 3004 news was ﬂm‘l’ since we diJh"t kaVe dh7’
little kids with us, +)ne7' didnt seat us in Children’s
Alle)l. But the “adult” section of Corhy's washt a
whole lot better. All +hat separates the two sides

iS_Some 3|c\ss, and we got seated ria)n‘t hext to a

{amﬂy with a bunch of wild kids.

T asked our waitress if we could move, and she
made a sour face and took our stuff 4o another
table. But T wish we had Just s+a7led where
we were, because our hew situation wasnt an

imvroVemeh‘i’.
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T didnt want o ask +he waitress to move us a
SECOND +ime, because the last person you wanht
+o make mad is +he person who's serving 7'ou 7/our
food. So T put a couple of menus vp against +he
window to block M)/ view.

QOur waitress brous\\‘l' uS corn c\-\i‘)s , and Row|e7/
took the socks off his hands so he could eat. T
didnt think i+ was such a great idea for all of us
to be srabbihs d\i‘)s out of the same baske+ while
Rowley had the chicken pox, so T ke‘ﬁ it near me.

EVery time Row|e7 looked like he wanted a cHP , T
?us\-\eJ one to him with a straw.
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T couldnt remember if the chicken pox is_airborne )
so whenever Row|e7/ talked T Keld my breath Just

to be sure.

At one point he told us a rea\ly loh3 s+or)/ about
some-ﬂ\ihs +hat }mﬂ:ehed +o him last summer, and
b}/ the end T almost ‘Jassed out.

...AND THAT’S wuvm
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN!

T +old Abism'l and Row|e>/ +hat T was ‘:a)/ihg for
dinher so ﬂ\ey should get whatever +¥\e>l wanted.
T was +r>/ih3 to show off a little for Abisdﬂ b}l

‘i"'\rowiha m7' mohe?' around.
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But when the waitress came back, Abi@dil ordered
TWO appetizers, and so did Rowley.

The waitress couldnt understand what Rowle)f

was sayihe because of \'\is scarf, 'H\oush, and }-\e
Pulled it down to sPeak. But when he did, a sihsle
molecule of SPH' flew in the air and landed on m7/
bottom |iP.

POTATO
PEELERS,

T let my Jaw go +o+al|)/ slack so the molecule
wouldnt get into my mouth. T tried 4o s-l’ay calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was +o+q||7/
{reakiha out.
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T wanted 4o wipe my liP with my ha?kih, but T4
clroﬂ;ed it on the floor and couldn* reach it. So
T waited until Abisail was distracted and then
wi\)ed my lipon her sleeve.

HAVE YOU
/ 6&[)5\) ON A /

MAIN COURSE?

We ?laced our order, and T asked for a le'h
}mmburger to save mohey. Abisail ordered the
T-bohe s+eak, w\'\id\ IS 'H'\e most ex‘)ehsiVe item on
the menu, and Row|e)/ got +he same +)m'h3 even
though T was trying to sighal for him to order
Some‘l’}'\ihg cheav.

I'LL HAVE WHAT THE
LADY IS HAVING!

-------

.......
-------
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\Nn\eh our food came out, my "\amburaer }\ad

lettuce and tomato on i+, because at Corhyjs +\'\e7/
ALWAYS get your order wrong. T took off the
lettuce and tomato, but +here was mdyohhdise on

my bur‘aer, +oo.

When our waitress came around again, T +old
her T'd ordered a {)urser with ho‘l'hihs on it. So
she +ook a haPkih and Jus+ wi\)ed +he myohhaise
off, then lef+ +he M?kih ri3¥'\+ in the middle of
the table.

T lost my appetite after that. But even if T
WAS }whsry, T \Dro{)ably wouldnt have finished
my meal anyway. Tf you clean your plate at
Corhy’s, there’s a picture at the bottom that T
redlly cant stand.
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T Just sat there and waited while Abiaail and
Rowley ate their steaks, and when -ﬂ\e)/ finished
T siahqled for +he waitress o come over so 1

could pay the bill.

But then Row|e7/ and Abigaﬂ said ﬂ\e)/ wanted
dessert. The whole reason we came to Corny’s in
the first P\ace was for the dessert bar, which
comes free with your meal. But of course Rowle
and A’Disail each wanted to order a SPECIAL
dessert off the menu, which costs extra.
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ifao:lzu‘;fdhdiouhdfour;wai:tCess;to;telLhet:iﬂ;wasf
Rowley's ’Dir‘ﬂ'\day, because T knew then hed 3e+

a free dessert. So a few minutes later the waiters
and waitresses all came out and sang "Ha‘)?}/

Bir‘ﬂ-\da)/“ to Row|e>l and gave him Nis free cake.

§3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, /7
} HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU |

Abigou'l still ordered a +ri\>|e-|a7ler chocolate
cheesecake, which she ohl)/ took two bites out of.

When the bill came, T couldnt BELIEVE how

much i+ was. T had to use all the mohey n my
wallet, and T even had 4o ?u“ out the five dollars

I was kee\viha in m7' sock in case of an emer3ehc7/.
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The waitress wouldnt take +he mohey T had in my
sock because i+ was a little wet, so T had to g0
out to the car and ask Mr. Jefferson if he had a
five-dollar bill he could trade.

ol o
_ A LY~
? b

S
vz\

When T got back to +he table, Rowley and
Abisail were in the middle of a conversation, and

it seemed to me like ‘H\ey were sitting a li++e
closer +han when T4 lef+.
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T ‘H\oue*ﬁ about 3ivih3 Abisdil a }\eacls-u‘; +hat
she mie\-ﬁ' want to kee? her distance from Row'ey,
but T was afraid she'd bail on the date if she
found out about the chicken pox.

The +hree of us got back in the car, and Mr.
Jefferson drove us to school and dro‘)?ed us off
at the front door. He gave Rowley a bis ‘wa,
which T'm sure seemed ?re++7/ weird o Abisaﬂ if
she +’nou3¥\+ he reall)/ was a ?rofessiohql driver.

HAVE A

WONDERFUL
TIME!
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The theme of +he dance was "Micihialﬁ in Paris,”
and T have 4o admit the Dance Committee did a
Pre‘H)/ 300& Job. The gym was decked out to look
like a street in France. There was a loha +able set
up wiﬂ-\ ?uhc}\ and Shacks, and +}\ere was even a

chocolate fountain with strawberries for Ji\:?ihs.
| G[A L | L] |£AAIVAU |UJIX] | .
— J ] | W S - J J -

We handed over our tickets and +hen got in line
for \)’(\o-fos. Each couPIe had +heir picture taken in
front of a backdroy of Paris.




When i+ was our turn , T stood with Abism'\ and
+he P)no-fosra‘;her Sha‘;?e& our P\\o‘l’o. But T wish
T4 known Rowle)/ was gohna get in +he picture
WITH us, becavse T wouldve Just ski?\)eé it.

Michigh i Paris

Valertine's Pance

Someﬂ\ihs about the DJ looked familiar 4o me,

and when T got closer T realized i+ was Uncle
Gary. Dont even ask me how HE 30+ +he Job.




Uncle Gary mustVe seen it as an oP?or‘l'uth +o
unload his T-shirts on my classmates. T+ was dark
n +¥\e 3}'"" so kids didnt know ‘H-se)/ were 3e++ih3

riPPed off.

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS

One minute Abigail was s+ahdih3 n’sh'f next to me,

and the next she was gone. T fihally sPo-H'ed her on
the other side of +he gym +a|kih3 with her friends.

T walked over o them, but before T got +here
-H'\e)/ all went into the 3ir|s’ bathroom +ose+\\er.
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T have no idea what it is about sirls +hat makes
‘H’\em 90 +to ﬂ\e ba‘i’\'\room n 9roups, but SOrne‘l'Hhe
about it %aﬂ)ehiha NOW really made me nhervous.

I didnt know w"\a‘f Abisaﬂ 'H'\ous\'\'f of me, but I
figured she was Probably telling her friends right
at that moment. The boys' bathroom is right next
+o +he Sirls' in_the sym, so T went in there and
Pressecl my ear +o the wall.

/ %;@

T could Kear a lot of sissliha, but T couldn+
reqll)/ make out the conversation because of all +he
racket in ‘H\e boys' baﬂ\room.
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T 4ried +o 3e+ ?eo?le to s+o‘> makiha hoise, but

it was no use.

-
.

(AT

T+ got gquiet on the other side of the wall, so T
walked back into the gy and Abisqﬂ and her
friends were over {)7/ +he ?uhci'\.

A+ 7:50, Uncle Gary +urned up the music , and it
looked like +the dance was gonha get started for
real. But that's when some people my Gramma’s age
started trickling in.




8:00 there must have been a hundred of them
crowcieJ around ‘H'\e entrance. 'ﬂ\ere was some Sort
of commotion between one of the teachers and a
few of the senior citizens, so T got closer to see

wha-f was 3oih3 on.

‘n\e senior ctizens claimed +}\e7,d booked ﬂ'\e sym
for a town meeting about the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer 4old them she reserved the 9ym for
the dance two weeks ago.

But the seniors said +\'\e7/ reserved i+ two MONTHS
490, and +}\e7/ had +he ?a‘)erwork to prove it.

The Senior Center ‘:eo‘ﬂe said us kids were gonha
have 4o clear out of the gym se ﬂ\e)/ could have

+heir mee‘h’hs.
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Bu:l:thehfsomefoffthefsir:lsfon;thefDame—
Committee 30+ in on the conversation, and it

looked like i+ was about o get usl)/.

Just when it seemed like a fish‘i' was_gohha break
out, Mrs. Sheer 5u33es+ec1 a comPromise. She said
we could put up +he partition in the middle of the
gym and the seniors could have their meeting oh ohe
half and us kids could have our dance on the other.

| ,—PARTITION
i SENIOR
DANCE | CENTER
MEETING
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EVerybody seemed to be able 4o live with +hat
idea, and the JahH'or ?u+ up +he Par‘H‘h’oh.

s

Losihs half of +he gym was kind of a bummer, but
what killed the mood was the LIGHTS. There’s
oh|7' one switch for +he overhead lia}ﬁs in the
gym and +he>l had 4o be either all on or all off.
’ﬂ\e senior citizens wanted them on for their
meeting, so that was the end of the “Midhis}ﬁ n

Paris” vibe over on our sicie of ﬂ'\e 3}""'

.

R 301 (e




The {m's‘\‘l' lis}\‘l's were bad for Uncle Gary, too,
because now all the kids who boueH' shirts from
him could see ﬂwe)/’c; gotten n'?\)ecl off, and ﬂ\ey
started Jemah&iha their mohey back.

m\.\\\

o
— SOUVENIR
‘ T-SHIRTS
- Q 5 O

Uncle Gary tried to distract eVeryohe {37/ ‘l‘urhihs
the music vp, and a lot of Peoyle hit the dance

floor.

iy
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The 3irls danced in a bis group-in +he middle of
+he gym- EVery once in a while a vy would +r‘7/ +o
dance his way into the group, but +he sir|s had
formed a kind of wall that ke‘)+ the boys out.

T didnt really understand that until T 4ried

+o make a move to break into the circle and got
+o+a||>/ blocked.

LA- CHI CHA-CHI . J ﬂ
CHA—CHA I z o

A b’ (.
‘L %

One of the seniors came over to our side of the

gym and comvlaihed +hat the music was too loud

and i+ needed to be turned wa)l down.




SoJ.lhcltLGar?Llowet‘f.cljl‘,\ef\tolumeJ?LabouiLaO%o7
and then we could hear eVery word of the Senior

Center mee+ih3.

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER IN THE KITCHENETTE.

'T\N

T’na'f didnt seem to bother the 3ir|s , ‘l')nouah. A
lot of them took out their Versohal music Vlayers
and Jus+ ke‘ﬁ Jnhcih&.




57 +hat ?oih‘l‘ most of the boys had had ehoua}\.
All that +ime beihs on their best behavior around
+he 35r|s had taken its toll, and a lot of the auys
Just +o+au)/ cut loose.

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of the cka‘)erohes tried
to calm the boys down, but it was )\o\:eless. T+
was a reaully wild scene, and it was ac+ua|l7 getting

a little Jaheerous.

T ‘H\ous}ﬁ about going over b}l +he bleachers to
3e+ out of eVeryohe’s way, but at ﬂ\cﬁ moment

the Mad Pantser struck again and T decided T
was better off where T was.
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EVery once in a while, a few latecomers would walk
in and turn rig\‘ﬁ back around when ﬂ\e)/ Saw
what was \'m‘)‘)ehihs in the 37'm. But at around
9:00, Michael Sdm‘)soh walked in }xoldihs hands
with Cherie Be"ahser.

Michael was the 507/ Abigail was SUPPOSED +o
9o Yo +he dance with, but T guess his "family
obliaa‘h'oh“ s+or7/ was JuS‘l' a lie.
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And Ju&sihs from the look on his face, T dont

After that, i+ was Just a whole lot of drama.
Michael took off and lef+ his date behind, and
Abisail sPeh‘l' +he next half hour bawlihs her eyes
out in the corner of the 37/m.

T did what T could to "\ely make Abisau'l feel
be-H’er, but she kind of had a crowd around her,
so Lm not sure she dc-hmll)/ noticed.
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Ris\\‘!’ about that time, the Senior Center mee‘h'ha
wra\)\)ed vp, and a few of the seniors started
Jrif-h'hs over to our side of the 37lm and }\elPihs

'H'\emstes +to +¥\e refres\\mehi's.

ﬂ'\ey went +¥\rou3}\ +he strawberries ?re‘Hy quick,
and then there was ho+)nih3 for ?eovle to di\) n
the chocolate fountain.

~
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So kids started S'h'ckihs +heir fiheers Jirecﬂy n

+he ‘Fouh‘l’aih and it was Corhy’s all over agaih

bl JAM| UIUIRI R

One kid lost a contact lens in +he chocolate
fountain, and Mrs. Sheer had everyone stand back
so she could fish it out when it cycled back ‘H\roua)n.

AFE| [AMOUR
o W

Since the meeting was over, Uncle Gc\ry +urned

the music back up-
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But +he old folks started makiha song requesi's,
and the next ‘H\ihs you knew, our Valentine's Day

dance was overrun by senior citizens.

T Just watched eVer)/-l'Hhs ?lay out from my spot
against +he back wall, wohderihs w}xy T4 even
wanted +o go to +he dance in the firs+ ?|ace. T
was also starting to regret not wearing +he body
spray T found in Rodrick’s junk drawer, because
Great Uncle Bruce's cologne was attracting Peo‘)le

outside m7/ age group.
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T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle Gary annhounced
+hat the next song would be the last one of the
his}ﬁ. When the music started Playihs, a few

kids Pm’red up and walked out on the dance floor
as couvles, which was the first time that had
}\av\)ehed all h£3h+.

T couldnt wait for the song to end, because this
dance was a total disaster, and T Just wanted
to go Nome and Pla)/ some Video games so T could

erase the whole experience from my brain.

But Jus+ when T ‘H\oua\'ﬁ +¥'\ih3$ couldnt 3e+ dh)/
worse, 1. saw Ruby Bird and she was coming right

‘FOI’ me.
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T didnt know if she was gonha ask me to dance

or if I’J SOmehow done SOmeH\ihs to make }\er
mad , but T did not want 4o end up 3e++ih3
bitten at a middle school dance.

T looked for some way to escape, but T was
:tra,\:PeJ. ,,,,, Lucki ly,Aba gail- walked ,,,rishi',,,,ou,'l‘, of the
bathroom at that exact moment, and T 3ra{>bec}

her hand Just before Rub)/ got to me.
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Abisail’s mkeu‘: was o mess {rom all the cryihs,
but T didnt rea”y care. 1 was Just ‘-\a‘a\)y +o
have an excuse +o get away from Ruby. And 4o be
honest with you, T +hink Abiam'l was )\a‘)?)/ +o
see me, oo, so 1 led her o an emP+7/ spot on
the dance floor.

T4 never slow-danced with a 35r| before, so T
didnt know where T was swvosed to Pu+ m7/
hands. She put hers on my shoulders, and T
put mine in_my pockets, but that fel+ kind of
dumb. So we met in the middle, and that seemed
about ris\'\‘l‘.

ﬂ'\eh I noticed SOmeﬂ\ihs on Abiem’l’s c\'\ih. I+
was a little red bum‘: that looked EXACTLY like

one of Row‘ey,s d\ickeh pox-
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Nowf,fbefoCe;\:fsayfwhafl;ha,?,?ehedfhexft,fletmei
Just ex?laih n my defense that T was alrea&y on
edse about the whole chicken pox +Hh3.

But 1 ade, 1 MAY have overreacted a little.

I+ +urns out it WASN’T c}\ickeh pox, ‘l’houa}\. 1‘!’

was just a Pim\)le. When Abisail was cr)lihs, her
mkeu? mustVe washed off her chin.

Ah)/way, I know +\wc\+ NO\A/, but ahyohe n my

shoes Probably would Ve reacted the same exact way
T did.
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But T dont +hink Abisau’l saw it that way, because
on the ride home she wasnt real cha-H?/ with me.

When we Pu"e& up o Abiam'l’s Nouse, Rowley
walked her to the front door. That was fine with
me, because it gave me chance to finish off +he
rest of the chocolates. Ahd after the his}ﬁ T
Just had, T was +o+a||7 STARVING.

214



\!JCAY\CSAG%

A lot has \'\aﬂ)ehed since the Valentine's Da7/ dance.

A few days ago Uncle Gary boush-t a bunch of
scratch tickets with the money he made selling
T-s}'\ir-fs, and one of }\is tickets was a for-fy-
+housand-dollar winner. So he ?qid Dad the mohey
he owed him, wished me luck with the “ladies,” and
moved out of the house.

The other bis news is that T got a full-blown
case of the chicken pox.




T cant sa)l for sure how T 30‘1’ ﬂ\em, but T
really ‘-\o?e it wasnt {rom Rowley , because T'm not
+hat crazy about the idea of a bunch of Rowley)s

virus cells a++ackih3 my immuhe sys+em.

Tm Vre++7/ sure T DIDN'T get the chicken pox
from Rowley , +\'\ou3¥\. TVe seen him walkihs to
school the past few da?/s, and from what T can
tell, Ke's been wearing his moms makeu? on his
chin. So T +hink +hose red bum‘)s rv\is\\‘l',\le been
?imPles, Just like A’Disail's.

And sPeakihs of Row|e>/ and Abisaﬂ, T Keard
that the two of them are a couvle now. All T can
say is if thats 4rve, it makes Rowle)/ +he wors+

wingman in his+or7.
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Tm SUPPoseJ fo stay home from school for at
least a week. The sood news is that with eVeryohe
out of +he house, T can take |oh3 baths without
ah)/ohe boﬂ\erihs me.

But T will admit all +hat -ﬂoa-h'hs around isnt as
3rea+ as 1 remember it ) and after Jus+ an hour

your skin gets all wrihkly. So don*t ask me how T
lived that way for nine months.

Plus, T get a li++e |ohe|)/ {Jeihg b}/ myse” all Jay.
Or at least T THINK T'm alone. T°J°)' T had a
fresh towel next to the tub, and when T o\)ehed

my eyes it was gone.

So either somebo&y,s messing with me, or Jo}xhhy
Cheddar is at it agaih.
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Love is in the air—but what
does that mean for Greg
Heffley?

A Valentine'’s Day dance at
Greg's middle school has
turned his world upside
down. As Greg scrambles
to find a date, he's worried
he'll be left out in the cold
on the big night. His best
friend, Rowley, doesn’t have
any prospects either, but that’s a small consolation.

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the
end, you never know who's going to be lucky in love.
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